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			This is a preview sample from LOR production

			What is the meaning of life? Who is God? How do I find God’s calling for my life? These are questions that the author deals with in this book about Christian discipleship. Living for God is an adventure, full of joy and surprises. It is also a journey through mist and darkness, where faith is tested and trust is challenged, and where God proves Himself to be faithful. 

			God grants us our freedom to live with a strong initiative, since we are created competent to make decisions for our lives. At the same time He invites us to go into partnership with Him, who is fully on our side and wants to help, guide and support us. And He challenges us to be fully focused on the great commandment: to honour Him with our lives and to spread the Good News to the world. 

			“Go for God” is a book for everyone who wants to take the Christian life seriously, who is seeking God’s will in life and who wants to live a joyful life for God. In this positive and inspiring book about Christian life, the focal point is clear and challenging: Jesus Christ is Lord and He has called us to live devotedly for Him.
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			Preface

			You have just opened a book about discipleship and the meaning of life.  It deals with life in general and Christian life in particular.  I hope it will help you to clarify questions as well as find answers that will lead you further in your path through life. My hope is that through these pages you will meet your Creator and Lord - and be challenged in that encounter.

			Welcome to a journey through the fascinating world of calling.  Life is a precious gift; living it together with the Lord is an adventure.  The freedom of it is fascinating; the responsibility of it is challenging.  With this book I want to inspire you with courage, point out new perspectives and stimulate you to move out in new directions.

			I am writing this at the mid-point of my life but I feel that I have not yet finished reflecting on the essence of calling.  I encourage you to set out on this journey with me.

			Otto Rimas

			Mariannelunds folkhögskola 

			Mariannelund, Sweden

		

	
		
			
					1. Declared Competent

			

			John was two years old and inquisitive.  It all happened within seconds.  A moment’s inattention on the part of his mother allowed him to slip unnoticed into the lift.  He pressed a button and stepped out again when the doors opened one level up.  By then his mother had already realised what had happened.  She called the lift back to the third floor.  But it was too late.  It was empty.

			John had stepped out of  the lift at a blocked off door between the Town Library and the adjoining University.  The ledge on which he was standing was only 10 inches wide.  In front of him rose a huge, impenetrable wall, behind him yawned a black, dangerous shaft.1

			Sometimes this is exactly how it feels to be a human being.  Suddenly you stand there in darkness with a blank wall in front of you and a huge chasm behind you.  For whatever reason, your living space has been reduced to a narrow foothold, nothing else.  There is nothing to strive for, nothing to turn back to, nothing to move on to, nothing to live for.  No way out in any direction.

			At the same time, life is pulsating just a few inches away, in a world where everyone seems to have everything under control.  In the midst of all the wisdom and knowledge that libraries and universities can offer, surrounded by numerous answers to the great questions of life, you can still feel absolutely at a loss.

			The inevitable questions pierce though to the naked soul.  What is the meaning of it all?   What is life all about?

			John cried desperately.  The rescue services were quickly on the scene.  With the aid of the library staff they soon found him on the narrow shelf behind the sealed door.  Through a rescue operation from above, they managed to lift him unhurt out of the death trap, back to life.

			The story is a perfect picture of the great dilemma of life.  Everyone sooner or later struggles with the ultimate questions about the meaning of life—and longs for answers.  Sometimes the ending is sad, the answers never come.  Sometimes there is a happy ending, in the middle of the crisis salvation comes as a gift from above.

			John’s story  is also the gospel in a nutshell.  The great dilemma of mankind is that we will all continue groping in the dark for answers as long as we live without God.  However, as soon as we acknowledge our need for help and turn to God, our life begins to pulsate with the good news: Light has come! Without God we are condemned to death.  With God we are called back to life.

			As a Christian it is impossible to reflect on the meaning of life, discipleship and calling without at the same time considering the existential questions.  That is why this book starts right there, on the brink of the precipice where everything is brought to a head and there is no solution but a rescue action from above.  In spite of everything, there is a way back to life, thanks to God and his desire to save us.

			At the same time, this book begins with an illustration of the love of adventure, the careless eagerness of the two-year old to explore life without reflecting on the consequences.  In life we can enjoy being spontaneous and continually open to new experiences.  Why should we worry about things that we don’t understand anyway?  Sometimes we just have to push the button and see what happens.  Go for a ride.  It’s occasionally fun to jump into a lift, and it’s worth the risk.  Who knows how many  more floors there might be to discover...

			Life is risky and difficult, yes.  But it is also fun.  Not always, but at times.  The great question of life is not only frightening, it is also inconceivably fascinating.  Its magnetic attraction makes us want to explore more.  “What is the meaning of my life?” we ask.  Life is incomprehensibly great and intensely varied.  “World is suddener than we fancy it.  World is crazier and more of it than we think,” Louis MacNiece writes.2  Many have climbed mountains, crossed seas and conquered deserts to try to find the answers to the mystery of life.  This book is about that mystery.  It is about your, my and all mankind’s search for wholeness, meaning and purpose.  It is a fascinating search, which is punctuated with exclamation marks and fraught with surprises.  

			The very effort of searching for an explanation to the mystery of life contains within it an inherent impossibility: it can never be found.  We will never get all the answers.  The search is also punctuated with question marks and fraught with disappointments.  Faced with  these big questions we need to be humble.  As Christians, we sometimes have a tendency to present a simplified picture of life by trying to make everything black or white.  We like to come along with big words in beautiful wrapping and tend presumptuously to claim the ultimate truths in bold letters.  As if life could be encapsulated in a few, feeble words.  As if God could be explained through a single person’s experience.  As if existence itself could be described in a book.

			Of course it cannot.  And yet, in this book I will grapple with the impossible task of reflecting on what my life is all about.  It is a question which never leaves my mind.  I know also that this question haunts most people.  Perhaps you share it with me.  Welcome on the journey.  We must agree with John Stott when he notes that if God has a meaning for his people, and if this meaning can be found, there is nothing more important for us than searching for it.3

			The basic principle when Christians discuss life has to be that the correlation between our relationship with God and our insight is like an equilateral triangle.  The wider the base, the higher the apex.  When the base, our relationship with God, is widened, the apex, our insight, as a consequence will increase.  That is what I wish this book to accomplish.

			The Difficult Word

			Every time I receive an appointment card from my dentist reminding me that my yearly check-up is due, I feel a surge of apprehension and mild irritation.  

			That type of summons is annoying.  It is so unavoidable and potentially unpleasant.  That’s probably why I never quite liked the idea of God calling me when I was a teenager.  I didn’t quite understand what “calling” was all about.  It reminded me a little bit too much of a disapproving adult telling me “Come here, and don’t make a fuss.”  As if God was after me.  As if I had to be careful and stay at a safe distance.

			There is also another type of summoning, an invitation to a pleasant event,  to a wedding, for instance, or to an evening out with good friends.  That’s probably why I was at the same time fascinated by the idea of God calling.  He invites, so invitation is a good word for what God’s calling is all about.  I can imagine a smile behind his words, “Welcome! Come and let’s enjoy this together!”

			Nowadays, I’m convinced this is what God is like.  I’m also convinced that our understanding of calling is linked to our understanding of God.  There is a direct correlation between our image of God and our attitude to him.  When we see God as someone who summons us in order to inspect us and test us,  it is quite understandable that we prefer not to have anything to do with him.  Who wants to be scrutinised and then declared full of defects?  On the other hand, when we see him as a good friend issuing an invitation, we gladly co-operate with him.  Who would not want to work alongside the Almighty and be his partner?

			The problem is that the word “calling” is so difficult to grasp.  In a general sense it simply means “Come!”  To call someone is to try to get his attention, in one way or another to urge someone to participate.  It also means vocation, a mission in life, a job that we are called to do.  But when I use the word as a Christian, I mean so much more.  Words connote so many different things for different people.  Therefore the word “calling” used in the Christian sense is far too narrow and inadequate.

			Calling is life with Christ in the centre.  It is searching for the meaning of this life.  In its deepest sense it is the effort to find out who I really am—in myself, in God and in relation to others.

				It is normal to grapple with the meaning of life.

			God’s General Calling

			From a calling perspective the great question of life has two sides.  One is the general question: Is God interested in man?  The biblical answer is a definite yes.  The Word of God is a fascinating account of  God’s overwhelming love for man and his longing to re-establish fellowship with the creature made in his image.

			There is no doubt that God is calling man back to himself.  Interestingly enough we see this right from the beginning when the Bible tells us about God’s very first reaction to man’s decision to reject him.  When Adam and Eve hid from God among the trees in the garden, we read that “the Lord God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’ ”4 That’s how it has been ever since.

			Still, it is easy to understand why many people hesitate to respond to this message.  God sometimes seems to be so far away from us.  Is he uninterested?  Kurt Vonnegut Jr. describes these doubts when he changes the story of creation in Genesis:

			In the beginning God created the earth, and he looked upon it in His cosmic loneliness.

			And God said, “Let us make creatures out of mud, so mud can see what We have done.” And God created every living creature that now moveth, and one was man.  Mud as man alone could speak.  God leaned close as mud as man sat up, looked around and spoke.  Man blinked.  “What is the purpose of all this?” he asked politely.

			“Everything must have a purpose?” asked God.

			“Certainly,” said man.

			“Then I leave it to you to think of one for all this,” said God.  And he went away.5 

			The core of Jesus’ mission was to seek and save the lost, to call sinners back to fellowship.  By doing that he embodied and proved God’s deepest desire: to call us back to himself.  The gospels are crystal clear on this point.6

			An illustrative example is when Jesus called Matthew by just saying “Follow me!”  Matthew followed him, taking a radical step which would have repercussions on the rest of his life.  Interestingly, Matthew himself, in his own gospel, then tells us that Jesus came to his home for a meal.  Jesus was invited to a party along with his own friends, the disciples, and Matthew’s friends, the tax collectors.7 This party created a sense of unease among religiously minded observers as to whether it was really possible for the Holy One and sinners to have fellowship.  

			This new fellowship implies a mutual invitation and a reciprocal positive response to the calling.  To Matthew, this was such a life-changing event that from this point on he decided to refer to  himself as Matthew instead of Levi, the name by which he was previously known.  Both names have a significant meaning for his life, but possibly the official changing of names was his way of indicating the great miracle: God has called me and given me a new life.  Levi means “to join,” Matthew means “gift of Yahweh.”8

			By far the most commonly used Greek word for calling in the Bible is kaleo in different forms and with different prefixes, and its Hebrew equivalent qara’.  Its basic meaning is “to talk with each other in order to get closer to each other, either physically or in a personal relationship.” For this reason the word was used in classical Greek denoting invitation to a home or a feast.  It occurs 148 times in the New Testament, often with this particular meaning of invitation.  In his parable of the great party, Jesus is uses the word nine times in this sense.9 

			Paul also frequently uses the concept when he describes God’s longing and his initiative in bringing his children out from darkness and into light, into a meaningful life of fellowship with him.10 He explains that God “has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace.”11

				God calls man to life and fellowship.

			God, who calls us to fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ, is faithful.12 This is the secret behind his whole initiative to restore the broken relationship.  God never abandons what he has begun.  Peter says that the starting-point of God’s calling is his glory and his goodness.  “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness, through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”13  These are the  personal traits which make reunion possible.  God succeeds in all he undertakes because he is at the same time mighty and holy.  So when Peter explains the consequences of what God has done for us he is certain that we may “participate in the divine nature.”14

			This is a mind-blowing statement.  God wants so completely to re-establish what was lost that we can  experience symbiosis, a mutually beneficial partnership between organisms of different kinds in a common life.  This is the incomprehensible truth which Jesus illustrated when he, defying common sense stood in front of a tomb and called in a loud voice to the dead man inside, “Lazarus, come out!”15 What a scoop it would have been for an alert journalist to have been there with a camera, a laptop and an Internet modem! For Lazarus did indeed come out, wrapped like a dead body, but a walking  living person.  “Take off the grave clothes and let him go,” Jesus said.  Just imagine the power Jesus released at that moment! We never ever need to doubt that God can call us back to life.  Jesus has proved beyond any doubt that it is possible.

			We need to see the full extent of the hope to which God has called us .  It is a life in direct contact with the mighty power, which, shortly after the Lazarus incident, he “exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead.”16 This is the eternal hope to “win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus,” as Paul puts it.17 It is also hope for our life on earth, a life we are challenged to live sanctified and worthy of him who has called us.18

			Therefore, our response to God’s faithfulness has to be—our own faithfulness.  When Jesus discussed true divine life with the religious leaders of his time he forcefully claimed that the most important quality of all is faithfulness, along with justice and mercy.19 How do we relate to God?  What is the significant factor for our co-operation?  The key is faithfulness.  Faithfulness means  decisions we stick to, closeness we maintain, dedication which has practical consequences in our lives.  Calling is not a question of emotions, conference thrills or mighty spiritual experiences.  It is a question of making decisions and firmly holding on to them in unswerving loyalty.

			It has nothing whatsoever to do with perfection, level of spirituality or success.  Everyone is called on equal terms: grace, nothing but grace.  “For it is by grace you have been saved, and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast,” Paul writes to the Christians in Ephesus.20 Everyone is qualified to participate, no one is ineligible.  It is all a matter of openness to God’s touch.  It is all a matter of willingness to say yes to the calling.

			The atmosphere was vibrating with excitement in Eau Claire Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina, USA.  The presence of the Holy Spirit was evident.  The church was packed with young people participating in the yearly interdenominational youth rally.  It was the autumn of 1968 and I was nineteen years old.  I stood there in the crowd by the cross at the platform, next to my best friend Kellum, and sang with him and all the others:21

			All to Jesus I surrender, 

			All to Him I freely give;

			I will ever love and trust Him, 

			In His presence daily live.

			All to Jesus I surrender,

			Humbly at His feet I bow,

			Worldly pleasures all forsaken,

			Take me, Jesus, take me now.

			All to Jesus I surrender, 

			Make me, Saviour, wholly Thine.

			Let me feel the Holy Spirit, 

			Truly know that Thou art mine.

			All to Jesus I surrender, 

			Lord, I give myself to Thee.

			Fill me with Thy love and power, 

			Let Thy blessings fall on me.  

			I surrender all, 

			I surrender all

			All to Thee, my blessed Saviour, 

			I surrender all.

			With tears streaming down our faces, we renewed our dedication to Christ from the bottom of our hearts and confirmed our decision to follow him.  God’s calling through the Holy Spirit in my soul warmed my whole being.  I was reminded of the occasion seven years earlier, when I had taken the step of becoming a Christian in a small youth meeting in my home church in Motala, Sweden.  On this evening on the other side of the earth I knew that I had long been a disciple of Jesus, and yet I wanted to show again my desire to be faithful to my Lord.

			The necessary starting point for the realisation of what God wants to do with our lives is commitment to the cross.  God’s calling to us is most of all a calling to become his child, to belong to Jesus Christ.22 The only firm foundation for a life together with God is the touch of the Holy Spirit in the depths of our heart.  When the miracle of being born again takes place,23 the life of calling begins.  There, at the foot of the cross, is where it all has to start.

			John Stott summarises this meaning of the word calling by describing what he calls “God’s sevenfold calling”:24 We are called to fellowship, freedom, peace, holiness, witnessing, suffering and glory.  The Bible has a lot to say about each of these areas and together they form a great, general foundation for the continued discussion of what calling is.

			The fantastic thing is that God calls us into something active.  Life with him is full of challenges, tasks and possibilities.  By grace we are led into a life of active fellowship with God himself.  Calling is how to express this fellowship in the best possible way.

				God calls us into an active life in fellowship with himself.

			God’s Specific Calling

			The second aspect of the great question of life, seen from a calling perspective, is the specific one: Is God interested in me personally and my life specifically?  That question is the hub of this book, the central point around which everything revolves.  The following chapters deal with this question from a number of angles in order to help us better understand the meaning of the personal perspective of calling.  

			Most of us long for a greater certainty about the meaning of our lives from a personal point of view now that we have accepted Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour.  Our deep desire is to live for him.  Does he really have intentions for our life?  If so, what are they?

			God intends good things for us.  He is profoundly positive to his children.  When Jeremiah wrote a letter to the Jews in captivity in Babylon,25 he quoted several wonderful promises from the Lord, promises which all talk about the Lord caring about his people.  “ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ ”26

			Although these words are spoken directly to the Jews in exile, they are applicable to us too in the sense that the principle is the same.  God is positive to his people and always wants good things for his people through the ages, and this includes us.  James notes, probably with great delight, that God is infinitely positive to his children, “Every good and perfect gift  is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”27

			We can trust that God is interested in us in every way, including on a deeply personal level.  This is important for us to know when we make our everyday decisions  in life.  Perhaps all important decisions we make have a “calling” dimension.  We don’t like the idea of doing things which put us on a collision course with the Lord  It comes natural to follow Paul’s advice, even if it is sometimes easier said than done, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise...  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.”28

			In any case it is incorrect to ask the question “Do I have a calling?.”  God would never abandon us once he had promised to take care of us.  Paul exclaims, “He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”29 The author of the letter to the Hebrews addresses everyday life when he quotes the Old Testament, “God has said: ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say in confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.’ ”30 Imagining a Christian without a calling is like imagining a candle without a wick.  Therefore the right question to ask is, “What is my calling?” It is an immense question, which it  takes openness, alertness and broad-mindedness to handle.

			In research about children and TV there is a theory of “the lazy eye.”  The expression describes a problem with the muscles of the eye, a problem which, according to the theory, is due to the fact that the child constantly sits at the same distance from the TV set.  Gradually he will lose the capacity to change focus rapidly between distance and close-up vision.  The result is that he develops problems in seeing three-dimensional objects, in co-ordinating his vision and in judging distances correctly.31 Applying this to the concept of “calling” means that we constantly need to be active so that we don’t lose our dynamic capacity to change and adjust.  We cannot close our eyes to reality or change it to fit our preconceived, possibly rigid notions.  

			A Christian who wants to live a good life cannot be passive and lazy.  It is essential that we train ourselves to have both focus and perspective in life.  Without focus, we will easily get distracted by everything else going on around us.  We will lose concentration on what is essential and worth our attention.  We need to be able to keep focused on our goals, otherwise we will just roam around aimlessly in life.

			The eye is wonderfully created.  Without effort, we automatically have simultaneous visual acuity and peripheral sight.  What the eye sees with perfect acuity is not more than 0,5% of the total field of vision, sometimes even less.32 We need to see that which is small, and see it clearly.

			At the same time, the panoramic view of life is necessary.  It is fatal to lose your side vision, which gives a widened understanding and a more nuanced picture of reality.  I must admit that I sometimes clear only a tiny little spot on the windscreen of my car, when I go to work only half awake on winter mornings.  But it is extremely dangerous to sit there and peep out through the frost, which keeps covering the hole over and over again.  I fully understand why it is actually illegal to drive a car like that.  When you drive, a cardinal rule is always to be able to see all round.  The windscreen must be kept clear in order for us to have the essential peripheral sight.

			Here lies a great lesson for life in general, and for Christian life specifically.  If we want to grow in insight and understanding of what life is all about, we need to watch out for all kinds of sight problems.  Life is much richer, and much more complex, than we can ever imagine.  The secret lies in  shifting between focus and perspective.  The point is having a combination of a narrow focus and a wider vision.

			Another important aspect of calling is stewardship.  We are called to put everything we are and all we possess at God’s disposal, to give our very best to him who has called us to fellowship and life.

			Jesus often brings up stewardship in his teaching.  In one of his parables, which describes the importance of being ready to serve, Jesus praises the servant whom the master finds doing his business when he returns.33 To the servant, it is a question of living up to the responsibility of representing his master and doing his will.  The person who succeeds in this is described by Jesus as a faithful and wise manager.  His master will put him in charge of everything he owns.

			The Greek word used here is oikonomos, which has the very concrete meaning of being responsible for the household, of taking care of buildings, housekeeping, staff etc.34 Paul uses the word figuratively when he writes to the Christians in Corinth, “So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the secret things of God.”35 It is indeed fascinating that we have been entrusted with such great things.  This is our calling.

			Peter, too, uses oikonomos to explain that it is our duty as Christians to serve each other.  In doing that, we are “faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”36 This expression opens up our understanding of what grace is.  It has many forms, and our task is to handle it in such a way that it is spread to others.  Grace is not something we can lock up and protect as a rarity or handle as if we had the exclusive right to possess it.  No, grace must be passed on to others in accordance with Jesus’ basic principle that we are to give freely as we have freely received.37 

			Grace is one of the most central terms in the Bible.  The Greek root char, which is the basis of charis, charisma and other derivations, means “things which bring well-being among men.” It indicates favour and a willingly given gift.38 It is a fundamental insight for a Christian to see that everything that God gives is given in this way, without expectation of merit, as an expression of God’s generosity in sharing everything which is his.  The Latin word for grace is gratia, which is the origin of the English word.  It means to give without expecting anything in return.  Our calling is to express the same generosity in our lives.

			This stewardship of all the good things God gives us can only be carried out here and now.  All we have is the present moment.  Calling is to be as good stewards as possible of the present moment, this unbelievably rich gift where we live and move and have our being.39 We ought to live every moment to the full in partnership with him, who has created us and called us to do good works.40 Here and now, without waiting for perfect conditions, which never come anyway.

			Life cannot be postponed until tomorrow.  It is now, and now alone we live—by grace.  Therefore God rejoices when we accept his invitation to co-operation like Isaiah once did, “Here am I.  Send me!”41 

			God’s specific calling can be described as the point of intersection between these three key components in life: stewardship, grace and the present moment.  This is where all of us stand.  This is where everything happens in our Christian lives.  For this is where we find the balanced co-operation between our own responsibility, what God does and the realities of life.  These are the three areas this book deals with.

				Calling is the grace of being a good steward of the present moment.

			Dedication and Service

			The good news is that no one is disqualified when it comes to being a good steward of life.  Everyone is special and unique.  Although we are born into different circumstances, from God’s point of view we are all called on equal terms.  A part of the fascination lies in the fact that although everyone has his own, unique situation to start from, no one needs to be compared to others and regarded as inferior or inadequate.  Everyone is gifted with unique talents.

			This is a basic principle in all Christian life, “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.”42 Another illustration of this principle is the feeding of the 5000 in Luke chapter nine.  A boy offered bread and a few fish, but what was apparently both insufficient and insignificant became, in the hands of Jesus, a great blessing for many.  We ought to integrate this extraordinarily encouraging principle better in our personal life as well as in the life of our churches.

				Come with what you have to God—it is enough.

			God does not show favouritism.  Nor should we.  If we do, we sin.43 God does not judge by external appearance.  I wonder if Paul doesn’t convey a slightly teasing tone when he talks about “those who seemed to be important” (my italics) in the Jerusalem church.44 This is the context where he uses the expression “God does not judge by external appearance.”  A similar expression about favouritism is the final word in a discussion with the Ephesians, where Paul claims that we always must live wisely and with godly attitudes towards each other, even when our personal and social conditions vary: Paul pleads with the Ephesians to treat their slaves well because “you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven and there is no favouritism in him.”45 

			Jesus had a reputation for treating people as equally valuable.  His attitudes were evident and clearly displayed when he socialised with people.  He constantly proved his passion for justice.  This, in turn, was based on his teaching about the principle of serving, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”46 Jesus’ way of combining theory and practice inspired confidence.  Even though his opponents give their flattering of him a touch of irony, they still seem to acknowledge his passion for justice when they say “You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are.”47

			Our willingness to serve is what is at stake.  If you want to be included, you are included.  God uses everyone.  He does not wait for us to get “better,” “more mature” or any other human criteria by which we so easily and unwisely measure ourselves.  He never measures people by their capacity or resources.  He wants us to put what we are, and what we have, at his disposal.  He simply asks us to be his servants and to do his will sincerely, from the bottom of our hearts.48 That is our calling.

			For this reason we need to seek “the Call within a Call,” as Mother Teresa expresses it,49 at the foot of the cross.  It is when we surrender our lives in service to God that we find the starting point in our search for meaning for our lives.  This is where we need to let our hearts overflow in conscious dedication to the living God.  This is where we shall give him our declaration of love.  This is where we shall express our sincere will to serve him.

				The starting point is the dedication of our lives to serving God.
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