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FOREWORD

Like many other parents I read my children goodnight stories when they were little. The main characters in the stories were two siblings: Markus and Mariana. This began when I was working at CERN, the particle physics laboratory outside Geneva, twenty years ago. Malin was three years old and Denise had just been born. As often as possible, I would incorporate some physics and other things I was working on in the stories.

One day my wife Lisa came home with a book she had borrowed in CERN’s library: “The Time and Space of Uncle Albert” by Russell Stannard. It was a popular science book about relativity theory in which a girl in high school gets her “Uncle Albert” and a space ship to help her with a physics project. This inspired me to give Markus and Mariana their own “Uncle Albert” with whom they made many trips, into space as well as above and below the surface of the Earth.

Lisa suggested on a couple of occasions that I should write the stories down, but it never happened – until now. I hope that this story can entertain and fascinate other children as it once enthralled our own. If the book stimulates some curiosity and thirst for knowledge about how our world works, I would be even happier.

I think that you can say anything with stories and that it is good to let your imagination run wild, but it is also important to let children know what really is possible and what is pure fiction. The stories are none the worse for it. That is why I have included an appendix which I call “fact and fantasy”, where I try to explain what is – or at least what could be – real, and what is not. References to the appendix are marked with asterisks in the text.

Happy reading!

Christer Fuglesang, June 2010
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Markus and Mariana live in a Swedish town, much like any other. They live with their mother and father and little sister Lillan. The family also has a dog, Rufus, who thinks of himself as the smartest member of the household.
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Markus and Mariana have just got back from their summer holiday. The family has a small house in the archipelago where they spend most of the summer. As soon as the children have taken their bags up to their room they begin rifling through the post that has collected over the summer. They don’t find any letters or postcards addressed to them, but at the bottom of the pile they find a small red paper with writing scribbled in black felt marker: “Come see me! Albert”.

As the children read the note their stomachs fill with butterflies. Uncle Albert always has something new to show them! But they have to be careful not to worry their mother and father.

”Hey Markus, let’s not mention the note,” whispers Mariana.

“Yes, maybe that’s best. But let’s go and see Uncle Albert right away! I am so curious.”

”Me too. Let’s go tell Mum.”

The children find their mother in the garage where she is getting the last of the luggage from the car. The mother eyes her children suspiciously as they tell her they want to go visit Uncle Albert.

”Uncle Albert?! Why are you going over there again? He always comes up with such mischief.”

”But Mum, we haven’t seen him all summer.”


[image: image]



”No, and thank goodness for that. That’s why we had such a nice and calm vacation.”

”But Mum, we promise, we won’t do anything foolish.”

”No, I’m sure you won’t, but there’s no telling what crazy schemes Albert will come up with. What about the time he built a submarine and planned to dive into the deepest crevice in the sea to look for undiscovered animals? And he planned to bring you along to help. And then that giant squid came and almost squeezed the submarine into a thousand pieces. You barely survived. And then there’s that time he brought you with him beneath the surface of the Earth through a volcano crater and it ended with a volcanic eruption. It was a miracle that you survived that time.”

”Okay, okay, but we learned lots of new stuff and it wasn’t as dangerous as you make it out to be. Anyway, we were just going to swing by and say Hi!, you know, after the summer. We promise we’ll be back by dinner. And we’ll bring Rufus, please?”

After solemnly promising to be back by supper Markus and Mariana are finally on their way to Uncle Albert.
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