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16° 48´ S    59° 32´ E

Being part of a major DXpedition is very special. It is as much fun to provide a unique DX or IOTA contact as it is for the DX-IOTA chaser to receive it. It is exciting to sit in front of the transceiver and listen to the vast and endless pile-ups. It is satisfying to be able to provide radio amateurs with each hard fought contact. To be the hunted DX is incomparable and very rewarding. I hope every ham will get the opportunity to experience this stimulating aspect of the hobby.

In September of 2007, I was invited to join a group of operators to activate 3B7C - Saint Brandon Island. It took me less than two seconds to accept the offer. I have traveled many times to Southeast Asia and West Africa and made over 50,000 contacts from these areas of our wonderful and mysterious world. I was eager to experience the “ham spirit” of collegiality and friendship that one can find in a group setting. I was excited to be traveling to a part of the world I have never visited – the Southern Indian Ocean. Communicating with hams, irregardless of ethnicity or politics, is appealing to me. Spending almost a month with a team of experienced DXpeditioners on a remote island seemed like a great opportunity. As a photojournalist, I frequently deal with negative aspects of ethnicity, politics and prejudice. Amateur radio provides a very special sanctuary allowing me to disconnect from negativism and, with my multi-national teammates, I can concentrate on sharing the joy of contacting people from all over the world.

In this photo book, I have gathered pictures that show the very heart and soul of a typical DXpedition. Some of them you’ve probably seen before, as they have been published in a variety of magazines worldwide; others have come from my ever-growing five year old archive. Most importantly, many of them illustrate the tremendous work that goes into the planning of an ambitious trip like this. With 137,500 QSOs in the log, the operation from 3B7C is one of the biggest DXpeditions ever undertaken. I am extremely happy to have been part of a dedicated group of people who dared to give their undivided and boundless love for the world’s best hobby – amateur radio!

Pete Arninge SM5GMZ, Stockholm,
April 2013
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Thank you

This book is dedicated to Jens Sperling, DL7AKC, one of the youngest operators from the 3B7C adventure. In the summer of 2011, after a brief illness, Jens became a Silent Key. He was an excellent representative for our fascinating hobby and will be remembered.
Thank you, Jens!
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Teaming up

The Saint Brandon archipelago (Cargados Carajos) is located approximately 400 kilometers north-east of Mauritius and is, together with 3B6/Agalega, a separate DXCC country. The islands in the Saint Brandon collective form a crescent of small coral islands. There are no runways or helipads so access to our island was only by water. The few DXpeditions in recent decades that have tried to activate any of the islands have often endured severe hardships to get there. The journey is long and the waves are violent, which means anyone who may suffer from excessive seasickness should think twice about embarking on this trip. There is great joy in being at the other end of deep pile-ups calling from around the world. The two most recent DXpeditions were 3B7RF (53,533 QSOs) in 1998 and 3B6RF (64,239 QSOs) in 2001.

Most of the group flew to Mauritius on September 1st to enjoy the last luxuries of civilization before we left for Saint Brandon to spend a month on the island. As the day progressed, more team members arrived at Le Suffren Hotel & Marina in Port Louis, the capital of Mauritius. None of the European airlines flights were delayed. It was a different story for our American friends. Bob - N6OX and Arnie - N6HC arrived two days later on the morning of our departure. Due to a takeoff delay of their flight from Los Angeles International Airport to Heathrow Airport, they missed their connecting flight to Dubai. They were rerouted in London directly to Mauritius; unfortunately, their checked luggage continued on to the Middle East. They only had the clothes they were wearing, their carry-on bags, their passports and their credit cards. Bob and Arnie realized the seriousness of their situation. They hired a taxi and within one hour managed to buy everything that they would need on the DXpedition: clothes, toothbrushes, sunglasses, soap and shampoo. They were not reunited with their checked bags until the end of the DXpedition.

Since most of the 3B7C DXpedition members arrived in Mauritius two days ahead of departure for Saint Brandon, there was plenty of time to discuss a whole range of practical issues. There was time to visit the harbor, inspect the seven-ton equipment container and talk with the ship’s captain about the loading of transceivers and accessories, computers, antennas, kilometers of cables and last, but not least, six 200 kg generators. The 3000 liters of diesel that we would need was already shipped to our
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On board the fishing boat Saint Rita which is our home on the Southern Indian Ocean for more than a day and a half. Steve – 9M6DXX (L), Don - G3XTT and Eric - K3NA.
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Arnie - N6HC and Neville - G3NUG
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Jens - DL7AKC and Ivan - G3IZD
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