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	Chapter one
There are lots of unwritten rules. Rules that you’ll have to obey or you’re done. Absolutely finished. Isabelle sets the rules in our class. She and Claire will exchange looks that can kill, or at least injure a little nobody like myself. I was badly injured in the fifth grade. It all happened on that presentation.

Don’t you hate presentations? Don’t you hate standing there, in front of the whole class, with a trembling piece of paper? I never made a PowerPoint. Big mistake. I was reading from my trembling piece of paper, head down to avoid looking at the classmates, or the teasers, I should call them, the ones who condemn you to cold silence or a nasty giggle. I got the giggle. Assignment for the fifth grade; write about your best friend. I wrote about Basti. Even bigger mistake. Huge.

Basti is my best friend, he’s always been my BFF, ever since we brought him home from the breeder and he was just a little furball. His real name is First Friend, but we always call him Basti. My presentation was fairly short. I read some facts about the Shetland sheepdog. The dogs originally come from the Shetland Islands. Once they were hardworking helpers in the fields. I presented their tasks and that’s when the giggle came. When I looked up I couldn’t tell if the wicked loller was Claire or Isabelle, but it didn’t matter. The giggle had set the rule, the unwritten rule that I was off. Everything was off. My voice, my trembling fingers and my best friend Basti. Was I for real? Having a dog as your best friend in the fifth grade is a big no no. Slowly moving back to my seat, I realized how stupid my presentation was. I had transformed myself into a nerd. When I passed Isabelle another giggle came, setting me off to Nerdland. I could feel other kids’ need to move their tables away from mine. They would have done so, if other unwritten rules hadn’t stopped them. Like miss Olsens rules. The thought of getting an A from her kept them put. I got a C from Miss Olsen. But my classmates gave me an F. F as in freak. Major freak.

Some days later, when I was out walking Basti, Isabelle and Claire passed me on the street, riding their sporty bikes.

“Out on a date with your best friend?” they shouted as they disappeared with hair blowing freely in the wind. If I ride a bike, my hair gets really flat. That’s because I always use a helmet. Mother makes me. I’m her only child, I guess you’ve already got that.

We should have been a bigger family, maybe that’s why Basti has joined, but that’s not enough, not to mum anyway.  I overheard her on the phone talking to dad. She said they’d tried and tried for so long now, they might as well give up. Then she burst into tears. Tried for another child, that’s what she meant, I totally got that. Alright, I’d love a sibling, but you’d think she’d be a little bit happy about having me and Basti in her life. At least we exist.

I took Basti to the field. We always visit the field. I would love for Basti to be an agility dog. You’d wish! A great agility dog has to be an obedient dog. Obedience is one of my dog’s major problems. Basti is the kind of dog that loves doing his own thing. If he looks at me, it’s only to get something eatable. With a piece of salami I get his full attention, otherwise not, especially if there’s an exciting smell in the air. This day, Basti picked up a sent from the grass. I loosened his leach and he wandered off, following a trail.

“Basti!”

I called his name and showed him a yellow ball.

“Catch the ball, Basti. Catch it!”

Basti looked at me to see if I had something to eat, then he noticed the ball as it took off and ran to get it. I had my hopes high. I always do. Sitting in a bent position, holding out my right hand, I waited. And waited. Finally, I moved myself closer to my dog. Basti had the ball, safely between his paws, he didn’t look as if he was going to give it away.

“The ball, Basti. The ball!”

He totally ignored me. I swear, Basti is the master at ignoring. His eyes will wander, his nose will move, he cares for everything but my voice. Basti glanced to the right, to the left, and then he started nibbling the ball to show his superior ownership. I gave up. With a deep sigh, I picked up some candy. The dog came running, without returning the ball. I gave him the candy and put on the leach. On our way home, I looked at Basti. His black waist was wagging from side to side, his proud tail was up in the air. Oh, what did it all matter? I´d had forgiven him already. Agility was probably not for us anyway. I was only going to join the agility course because of mum. She wants me to join a club. Other kids have like a thousand activities, but I’ve got none.

“Who knows, you might get some friends if you join” mum said, handing me a brochure from the community. I couldn’t answer because of a strange, sudden numbness in my throat. Even mum knows. She knows I’m an awkward loner.
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