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			600 Amazing Facts About Sport

		

	
		
			 

			Welcome to the amazing world of useless facts!

			With more than 600 hilarious and incredibly weird facts

			about sports, this book will teach you things you have

			no real use for. Amaze friends with your expert knowledge

			of seriously useless tidbits from popular sports such as,

			basketball, tennis, american football, boxing, soccer,

			hockey, surfing and many more!

		

		
		

	
		
			The average life span of a major league baseball is seven pitches.

			Babe Ruth wore a cabbage leaf under his cap to keep him cool. He changed it every two innings.

			The longest baseball game in major league history was on May 1, 1920 between The Boston Braves and The Brooklyn Robins. The game lasted 8 hours and 22 minutes, went 26 innings, and was finally called a draw with a score of 1-1. It finally had to end because there were no stadium lights.

			It takes 3,000 cows to supply the NFL with enough leather for a year’s supply of footballs.

			Contrary to what you may have read as a “fact”, golf balls can have up to 500 dimples. There is no “set” or required number. It varies with the design of the ball.

			The term “home run” was used in the sport cricket before it made its way to baseball.

			Golf was banned in England and Scotland in 1457 by King James II because he claimed it distracted people from the archery practice necessary for national defense.

			Vasaloppet in Sweden is the oldest, biggest and longest cross-country ski race in the world. The race is 55.9 miles (90 km) long. Every year, 14,000 people compete in the race.

			The best badminton shuttles are made from the feathers taken from the left wing of a goose.

			Norway has won more gold medals at the Winter Olympic Games than any other country.

			Field hockey is the national sport of Pakistan. 

			Before the year 1859 umpires sat in a rocking chair behind the catcher.

			The first puck ever used in a professional hockey game was a frozen piece of cow dung.

			American football originates from English rugby in the early part of 1800. The first football was round. American students played a similar game called ballown.

			Babe Ruth hit 113 home runs in only two seasons.

			About 42,000 tennis balls are used in the plus-minus 650 matches in the Wimbledon Championship.

			Lacrosse began as a sport played by Native Americans Indians in preparation for war.

			In 1891, James Naismith, a physical education instructor, was thinking of new ways to provide exercise for the young men he was teaching. He nailed peach baskets onto the balconies at either end of a gymnasium and challenged his students to throw a soccer ball into them from below. Thus modern basketball was born.

			A badminton shuttle travels easily up to 112 mph (180 km/h). It is one of the fastest objects in sports.

			Fishing is the biggest participant sport in the world.

			The Major League baseball teams use about 850,000 balls per season.

			A baseball has exactly 108 stitches. (A cricket ball has between 65 and 70 stitches.) Major League baseballs are covered with two figure-eight-shaped pieces of special cowhide that are sewn together by hand with 88 inches (223.5 cm) of waxed red thread using 108 stitches. 

			A soccer ball is made of 32 leather panels, held together by 642 stitches.

			Basketball and rugby balls are made of synthetic materials. 

			In earlier times, pigs’ bladders were used as rugby balls.

			Tiger Woods was eleven months old when he first started swinging a sawed off golf club in his garage.

			Bank robber John Dillinger played professional baseball.

			In 1963, baseball pitcher Gaylord Perry said:, “They’ll put a man on the moon before I hit a home run.”. On July 20, 1969, a few hours after Apollo 11 landed on the moon carrying Neil Armstrong, Gaylord Perry hit his first home run.

			There are 122 pebbles per square inch on a Spalding basketball.

			The Super Bowl is so popular that it is the number one at-home party event of the year.

			Initially golf balls were made out of wood. Later they were made out of leather and were stuffed with feathers.

			There are three golf balls sitting on the moon.

			The chances of making two holes-in-one in a round of golf are one in 67 million.

			In gangster slang, a fixed boxing match is called “a barney”.

			Canada beat Denmark 47-0 at the 1949 world hockey championships.

			The five interlocking rings on the Olympic flag represent the five continents linked together in friendship.

			Before soccer referees started using whistles in 1878, they used to rely on waving a handkerchief.

			Soccer legend Pelé was named Edson Arantes do Nascimento at birth.

			The Aztec and Mayan Indians of Mexico and Central America played a complicated kind of ball game not unlike lacrosse. The game, played in a large stadium and witnessed by thousands of spectators, went on for several hours. When the game was finished, the captain of the losing team was slaughtered before the onlookers, his body torn limb from limb, and pieces of his heart passed among the crowd for members of the audience to nibble.

			A bowling pin only needs to tilt 7.5 degrees to fall down.

			A hockey puck weighs 0.38 lb (0.17 kg).
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