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			Preface

			There’s nothing quite as fascinating as animals. There are animals in all imaginable shapes, forms and colors, with features that are truly incredible.

			For example, did you know that, according to experts, whale songs always rhyme? Or that a chameleon’s tongue is twice the length of its body? Or that most elephants weigh less than the tongue of a blue whale? Or that a rat can last longer without water than a camel? 

			This book is filled with 600 amazing and true facts about animals, sure to make you both ”quack” and ”oink” with surprise ...

			



		

		
			FACTS



			A zebra is white with black stripes.

			Great white sharks can go as long as three months without eating.

			After mating, the male Surinam toad affixes the female’s eggs to her back, where her spongy flesh will swell and envelope them. When the tadpoles hatch, they leave behind holes in their mother’s flesh that they will remain sheltered in until large enough to fend for themselves.

			Mayflies live for a year or more as larva; but as adults they live for only a few hours.

			All clams start out as males; some change into females at some point in their lives.

			The larva of the polyphemus moth consumes 86,000 times its birth weight in its first 56 days.

			All pet hamsters are descended from a single female wild golden hamster found with a litter of 12 young in Syria in 1930.

			The name of the dog from “The Grinch Who Stole Christmas” is Max.

			If NASA sent birds into space they would soon die of starvation; they need gravity to swallow.

			According to one study, plant and animal species are becoming extinct at the rate of 17 species per hour.

			A rat can last longer without water than a camel.

			A group of flamingos is called a ”flamboyance”.

			The word for guinea pig in Dutch means “little pig from the sea.”

			Horses use their ears, nostrils, and eyes to communicate with other horses.

			Turritopsis nutricula Immortal jellyfish is the only species known to live forever.

			Millions of trees grow every year thanks to squirrel’s forgetting where they put their nuts.

			Moths can track down a mate’s scent from miles away. That’s even more impressive when you consider that they don’t have noses.

			Trained pigeons can tell the difference between paintings of Pablo Picasso and Claude Monet.

			There’s an immortal jellyfish.

			Long-time bird watcher and nature writer Candace Savage has observed that crows are so intelligent they can play pranks on each other.

			When rabbits jump and twist out of excitement, it is called a binky.

			Sea otters hold hands when they sleep to keep from drifting apart.

			Giant anteaters have two-foot tongues. It’s the longest tongue of any known mammal.

			Humpback whales have their own ”pop” music.

			Butterflies taste with their feet.

			A shark’s skeleton is made up of cartilage which is tough and flexible tissues. There is not a single bone in their bodies.

			The elephant uses its trunk to know the size, shape and also to know if it is too hot or cold. It is used to suck in water or pick up food and put it into its mouth.

			Worms communicate by snuggling.

			Only 10 percent of tiger hunts turn out to be successful.

			The heart of a shrimp is located in its head.

			Elephants show remarkable empathy, even to other species.

			There have been studies that show that goats, like us, have accents.

			Fish use tools.

			Butterflies can taste with their feet.

			A cat’s nose is ridged with a unique pattern, just like a human fingerprint.

			Squirrels will adopt other squirrels’ babies if they are abandoned.

			A group of rhinos is called a crash.

			Aside from nesting, common swift spend their entire lives in air, living on insects they catch in flight.

			The peacock mantis shrimp can throw a punch at 50 MPH, accelerating quicker than a .22-caliber bullet.

			A group of porcupines is called a ”prickle.”

			There’s an animal called the quokka and it’s the happiest animal in the world.

			Turtles can breathe through their butts.

			The huge, thin ears of an elephant are made of blood vessels which help them to regulate their body temperature.

			A group of kittens is called a kindle.

			A group of pugs is called a grumble.

			A snail can sleep for three years.

			Sharks possess powerful hearing too because of which they can hear a fish thrashing around even 500 meters away.

			There’s a little pouch on an otter’s body where it can keep its favorite rock.

			The naked guinea pig looks like a little hippo.

			Cows have best friends.

			Puffins mate for life and baby puffins are called pufflings.

			Male rhinos are referred to as bulls, females as cows.

			Prairie dogs say hello by kissing.

			Most whales do not have teeth and use a comb-like fiber to filter tiny creatures from the water.

			Tigers can jump over 5 meters during hunts.

			Red pandas can have tails that grow up to 18 inches — despite being the size of a house cat.

			Studies have shown that wild shrimps in guinea drink fermented palm sap, which contains about 3 percent alcohol by volume.

			No other animal is as ugly as the blob fish.

			Animal behaviorists have concluded that cats don’t meow as a way to communicate with each other. It’s a method they use for getting attention from humans.

			In Welsh folklore, corgis were the preferred method of transportation for fairies.

			Gentoo penguins propose to their life mates with a pebble.

			Katy Perry has a cat named Kitty Purry.

			Octopuses actually do make gardens by collecting stones and shiny things and arranging them in the sand. Ringo was right.

			Slow lorises are the only venomous primate.

			The fingerprints of a koala are so indistinguishable from humans that they have on occasion been confused at a crime scene.

			Baby echidnas are called puggles.

			Flamingos are naturally white – their diet of brine shrimp and algae turns them pink.

			You can tickle a penguin.

			A prison in Washington pairs up “death row” shelter cats with select inmates as part of a rehabilitation program. It seems to be a pretty incredible thing for both the inmates and the cats.

			Tigers can reach a maximum speed of 65 km/h while chasing a meal for the family.

			There’s a German shepherd who has become a seeing-eye dog for a blind spaniel.

			Alberta in Canada is the largest rat-free populated area in the world.

			The voice of Mickey Mouse and the voice of Minnie Mouse got married in real life.

			The chevrotain is an animal that looks like a tiny deer with fangs.

			Ornithophobia is the irrational fear of birds.

			Snow leopards have less-developed vocal chords than their fellow large cats, meaning that they can’t roar, but make a purr-like sound called a chuff instead.

			Red-eyes tree frog can hatch early if they sense danger.

			You know Koko the gorilla, who could communicate with sign language? Well, she had a pet kitten, and one time Koko’s trainers went to visit Koko and saw that the sink had been ripped out of the wall. Koko, when asked who had done it, blamed it on the cat.

			Macaques in Japan use coins to buy vending machine snacks.
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