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			animalisticus fantasticus

			FOREWORD

			
There’s nothing quite as fascinating as animals. There are animals in all imaginable shapes, forms and colours, with features that are nothing but close to incredible. For example, did you know that, according to experts, whale songs always rhyme? Or that a chameleon’s tongue is twice the length of its body? Or that a cow gives nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime? Or that most elephants weigh less than the tongue of a blue whale? Or that a rat can last longer without water than a camel can?

Animalisticus Fantasticus is filled with 600 amazing and true facts about animals, sure to blow your mind.

		

		
			FACTS


			Mouse lemurs are the smallest primates in the world.

			A 1,200 pound (540 kg) horse eats about seven times its own weight each year.

			Electric light or light from your TV set will make a cat shed its fur.

		

		
			A bird requires more food in proportion to its size than a human baby or a cat.

			According to experts, whale songs rhyme.

			A capon is a castrated rooster.

		

		
			A group of herring is called a siege. A group of jellyfish is called a smack.

			A chameleon can move its eyes in two directions at the same time.

			Animal gestation periods: the shortest is the American opossum, which bears its young 12-13 days after conception; the longest is the Asiatic elephant, taking 608 days, or just over 20 months.

		

		
			A chameleon’s tongue is twice the length of its body.

			A male sea catfish keeps the eggs of his young in his mouth until they are ready to hatch. He will not eat until they are born, which may take several weeks.

			 A chimpanzee can learn to recognize itself in a mirror, but monkeys can’t.

		

		
			Australian termites have been known to build mounds 20 ft (6 m) high and at least 100 ft (30 m) wide.

			A Cornish game hen is really a young chicken, usually 5–6 weeks of age that weighs no more than 2 lbs (0.9 kg).

			The stuff that people are allergic to (allergens) in cats is a protein in cat saliva. When the cat grooms and the saliva dries it can become airborne. This protein is 1/3 the weight of ordinary house dust, so it can travel farther.  You can even find this allergen where cats have never been.

		

		
			 A cow produces nearly 200,000 glasses of milk in her lifetime.

			 A male Emperor penguin withstands the Antarctic cold for 60 days or more to protect his eggs, which he keeps on his feet, covered with a feathered flap. During this entire time he doesn’t eat a thing. Most male penguins lose about 25 lbs (11 kg) while they wait for their babies to hatch. When they finally emerge they feed the chicks a special liquid from their throats. Only when the female penguins return to care for the young, do the fathers go to sea to eat and rest.

		

		
			Many fish can change sex during the course of their lives. Others, especially rare deep sea fish, have both male and female sex organs.

			 Over 100 million birds a year die from smashing into windows in North America alone.

			 Giraffes can clean their ears with their half meter (1.6 ft) long tongue.
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