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			FOREWORD

			There’s nothing quite as fascinating as animals. There are animals in all imaginable shapes, forms and colors, with features that are truly incredible.

			For example, did you know that, the poison-arrow frog has enough poison to kill over 2000 people? Or that a bear can run as fast as a horse? Or that a bed usually houses over 6 billion dust mites? Or that squids have three hearts? 

			This book is filled with amazing and true facts about animals, sure to make you both ”quack” and ”oink” with surprise ...

			



			  


		

		
			Elephants have been found swimming miles from shore in the Indian Ocean.

			The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History houses the world’s largest shell collection, some 15 million specimens.

			The longest recorded flight of a chicken is 13 seconds.

			The term “dog days” has nothing to do with dogs. It dates back to Roman times, when it was believed that Sirius, the Dog Star, added its heat to that of the sun from July 3–August 11, creating exceptionally high temperatures. The Romans called the period dies caniculares, or “days of the dog.”

			The turbot fish lays approximately 14 million eggs during its lifetime. 

			The turkey was named for what was wrongly thought to be its country of origin.

			The underside of a horse’s hoof is called a frog. The frog peels off several times a year with new growth.

			Emus can’t walk backwards.

			Ninety-nine percent of all lobsters die a few weeks after hatching. In fact, the odds are 10,000 to 1 against any larval lobster living long enough to end up as a lobster dinner.

			A dolphin’s hearing is so acute that it can pick up an underwater sound from 15 miles (24 km) away.

			The poison-arrow frog has enough poison to kill about 2,200 people. 

			The viscera of Japanese abalone can harbor a poisonous substance, which causes a burning, stinging, prickling and itching over the entire body. It doesn’t manifest itself until exposure to sunlight – if eaten outdoors in sunlight, symptoms occur quickly and suddenly.

			The world record frog jump is 33 ft, 5.5 in (15 m, 14 cm) over the course of 3 consecutive leaps, achieved in May 1977 by a South African sharp-nosed frog called Santjie.

			The world’s largest mammal, the blue whale, weighs 50 tons at birth. Fully grown, it weighs as much as 150 tons.

			Stag beetles have stronger mandibles than humans.

			“Eat like a bird?” Many birds eat twice their weight a day.

			Bees must collect the nectar from two thousand flowers to make one tablespoonful of honey.

			The world’s largest rodent is the Capybara, an Amazon water hog that looks like a guinea pig. It can weigh more than 100 lbs. (45 kg).

			The world’s smallest mammal is the bumblebee bat of Thailand, weighing less than a penny.

			There are around 2,600 different species of frogs. They live on every continent except Antarctica.

			A full-grown bear can run as fast as a horse.

			There are more than 100 million dogs and cats in the United States. Americans spend more than 5.4 billion dollars on their pets each year. 

			There is no single cat called the panther. The name is commonly applied to the leopard, but it is also used to refer to the puma and the jaguar. A black panther is really a black leopard.

			It is possible to lead a cow upstairs but not downstairs, because a cow’s knees can’t bend properly to walk back down.

			Turkeys originated in North and Central America, and evidence indicates that they have been around for over 10 million years.

			Rhinos are in the same family as horses, and are thought to have inspired the myth of the unicorn.

			Unlike most fish, electric eels can’t get enough oxygen from water. Approximately every five minutes, they must surface to breathe, or they will drown. Unlike most fish, they can swim both backwards and forwards.

			Brazoria County in Southeast Texas is the only county in the United States and Canada to have every kind of poisonous snake found in those two countries.

			Whales and dolphins can literally fall half asleep. Their brain hemispheres alternate sleeping, so the animals can continue to surface and breathe.

			When a female horse and male donkey mate, the offspring is called a mule, but when a male horse and female donkey mate, the offspring is called a hinny.

			A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows why.

			When the black death swept across England, one theory was that cats caused the plague. Thousands were slaughtered. Ironically, those that kept their cats were less affected, because they kept their houses clear of the real culprits: rats.

			A group of geese on the ground is a gaggle; a group of geese in the air is a skein.

			Worldwide, goats provide people with more meat and milk than any other domestic animal.

			The only continent without reptiles or snakes is Antarctica.

			Roosters can’t crow if they can’t fully extend their necks.

			A cockroach can live up to a week without a head.

			Despite their appearance, elephant shrews are more closely related to elephants than shrews.

			A grizzly bear’s bite is strong enough to crush a bowling ball.

			There was once a type of crocodile that could gallop.

			Female bats give birth while hanging upside down, catching the baby in their wings as it drops.

			Tigers have striped skin, not just striped fur. Each pattern is a unique fingerprint.

			Not all leeches feed on blood. But if you need to get one off of you, try using your nail to loosen its jaws and then flick it off. (By pulling it you may cause further damage to the wound, and by applying chemicals, fire or something similar you may cause the leech to regurgitate its stomach content, which could cause infection.) Clean with soap and water afterwards.

			The fingerprints of koalas are virtually indistinguishable from those of humans, so much so that they could be confused at a crime scene.

			A typical bed usually houses over 6 billion dust mites.

			Emus have double-plumed feathers, and they lay emerald/forest green eggs.

			Amazon ants (red ants found in the western U.S.) steal the larva of other ants to keep as slaves. The slave ants build homes for and feed the Amazon ants, who can’t do anything but fight. They depend completely on their slaves for survival.
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