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			FOREWORD

			This is a collection of the most influential feminist voices of our time. Read and feel strengthened to continue the quest of equality.

			*What is generally famous is in the eye of the beholder.

			 


		

	
		
			 



		

		
			”Women are the real architects of society.”– Harriet Beecher Stowe

			“I embrace the label of bad feminist because I am human. I am messy. I’m not trying to be an example. I am not trying to be perfect. I am not trying to say I have all the answers. I am not trying to say I’m right. I am just trying – trying to support what I believe in, trying to do some good in this world, trying to make some noise with my writing while also being myself.” – Roxane Gay, Bad Feminist

			”I want young people to know they matter, that they belong. So don’t be afraid – you hear me, young people? Be focused. Be determined. Be hopeful. Be empowered.” – Michelle Obama

			“Men are allowed to have passion and commitment for their work ... a woman is allowed that feeling for a man, but not her work.” – Barbara Streisand

			“In every generation there is a chosen one. She alone will stand against the vampires the demons and the forces of darkness. She is the slayer.” – Joss Whedon, Buffy the Vampire Slayer

			“In Pakistan when women say they want independence, people think this means we don’t want to obey our fathers, brothers or husbands. But it does not mean that. It means we want to make decisions for ourselves. We want to be free to go to school or to go to work. Nowhere is it written in the Quran that a woman should be dependent on a man. The word has not come down from the heavens to tell us that every woman should listen to a man.” – Malala Yousafzai, I Am Malala

			“By hook or by crook, I hope that you will possess yourselves of money enough to travel and to idle, to contemplate the future or the past of the world, to dream over books and loiter at street corners and let the line of thought dip deep into the stream” – Virginia Woolf

			”Your regrets aren’t what you did, but what you didn’t do. So I take every opportunity.” – Cameron Diaz

			“I really think the range of emotions and perceptions I have had access to as a black person and as a female person are greater than those of people who are neither.... So it seems to me that my world did not shrink because I was a black female writer. It just got bigger.” – Toni Morrison

			“Sadly, the signals that allow men and women to find the partners who most please them are scrambled by the sexual insecurity initiated by beauty thinking. A woman who is self-conscious can’t relax to let her sensuality come into play. If she is hungry she will be tense. If she is ”done up” she will be on the alert for her reflection in his eyes. If she is ashamed of her body, its movement will be stilled. If she does not feel entitled to claim attention, she will not demand that airspace to shine in. If his field of vision has been boxed in by ”beauty”--a box continually shrinking--he simply will not see her, his real love, standing right before him.” – Naomi Wolf, The Beauty Myth

			“There is a special place in hell for women who don’t help other women.” (Keynote speech at Celebrating Inspiration luncheon with the WNBA’s All-Decade Team, 2006)” – Madeleine Albright

			”Knowing what must be done does away with fear.” – Rosa Parks

			“And I reminded myself that a woman should be able to dress as she liked without a man hurting her...” – Stephanie Dray, Song of the Nile

			“...her wings are cut and then she is blamed for not knowing how to fly.” – Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex

			”I am a woman with thoughts and questions and shit to say. I say if I’m beautiful. I say if I’m strong. You will not determine my story – I will.” – Amy Schumer

			“My sexuality is not an inferior trait that needs to be chaperoned by emotionalism or morality.” – Alice Bag

			”Above all, be the heroine of your life, not the victim.” – Nora Ephron

			“I’m not going to limit myself just because people won’t accept the fact that I can do something else.” – Dolly Parton

			“Teach [your daughter] to reject likability. Her job is not to make herself likable, her job is to be her full self, a self that is honest and aware of the equal humanity of other people.” – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Dear Ijeawele, Or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions

			“No matter what happens, no matter who turns on me, no matter what pompous swine thinks he has power over me, I am still me. I will always be me.” – Sara Raasch, Snow Like Ashes

			“Anytime there’s a bad female stand-up somewhere, some dickhead Interblogger will deduce that “women aren’t funny.” Using that same math, I can state: Male comedy writers piss in cups.” – Tina Fey, Bossypants

			“Whatever women do they must do twice as well as men to be thought half as good. Luckily, this is not difficult.” – Charlotte Whitton

			“As a woman you are better off in life earning your own money. You couldn’t prevent your husband from leaving you or taking another wife, but you could have some of your dignity if you didn’t have to beg him for financial support.” – Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Infidel
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