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			FOREWORD

			This is a collection of the most influential feminist voices of our time. Read and feel strengthened to continue the quest of equality.

			*What is generally famous is in the eye of the beholder.

			 


		

	
		
			 



		

		
			“Feminism is not a dirty word. It does not mean you hate men, it does not mean you hate girls that have nice legs and a tan, and it does not mean you are a ‘bitch’ or ‘dyke’; it means you believe in equality.” – Kate Nash, singer

			“When a man gives his opinion, he’s a man. When a woman gives her opinion, she’s a bitch.” – Bette Davis

			“Feminism is not just about women; it’s about letting all people lead fuller lives.” – Jane Fonda

			”Stop wearing your wishbone where your backbone ought to be.” – Elizabeth Gilbert

			“My own sex, I hope, will excuse me, if I treat them like rational creatures, instead of flattering their fascinating graces, and viewing them as if they were in a state of perpetual childhood, unable to stand alone.” – Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

			”I come in peace, but mean business.” – Janelle Monáe

			”We need women at all levels, including the top, to change the dynamic, reshape the conversation, to make sure women’s voices are heard and heeded, not overlooked and ignored.” – Sheryl Sandberg

			”Don’t be a rock when you really are a gem.” – Lauryn Hill

			”I am a Woman Phenomenally. Phenomenal Woman, that’s me.” – Maya Angelou

			”I’m just happy we live in a world where boys can play princesses and girls can play soldiers.” – Taylor Swift

			“Any woman who chooses to behave like a full human being should be warned that the armies of the status quo will treat her as something of a dirty joke…She will need her sisterhood.” – Gloria Steinem

			”We need to stop buying into the myth about gender equality. It isn’t a reality yet.” – Beyoncé

			”Words have power. TV has power. My pen has power.” – Shonda Rhimes

			”Feet, what do I need you for when I have wings to fly?” – Frida Kahlo

			“I believe the rights of women and girls is the unfinished business of the 21st Century.” – Hillary Clinton, politician

			”At 70 years old if I could give my younger self one piece of advice, it would be to use the word ’f – k off’ much more frequently.” – Helen Mirren

			“Fear, to a great extent, is born of a story we tell ourselves, and so I chose to tell myself a different story from the one women are told. I decided I was safe. I was strong. I was brave. Nothing could vanquish me.” – Cheryl Strayed, Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail

			”Telling our stories, first to ourselves and then to one another and the world, is a revolutionary act.” – Janet Mock

			“The master’s tools will never dismantle the master’s house” – Audre Lorde

			”Feminism is for everybody” – Bell Hooks

			”Pour yourself a drink, put on some lipstick, and pull yourself together.” – Liz Taylor

			”The more I have spoken about feminism, the more I have realized that fighting for women’s rights has too often become synonymous with man-hating. If there is one thing I know for certain, it is that this has to stop.” – Emma Watson

			”My dad always said, ’Don’t fit into the glass slipper like Cinderella did, shatter the glass ceiling.’” – Priyanka Chopra

			“Feminists are celebrating our victories and acknowledging our our privilege when we have it. We’re simply refusing to settle. We’re refusing to forget how much work is yet to be done. We’re refusing to relish the comforts we have at the expense of the women who are still seeking comfort.” – Roxane Gay, Bad Feminist

			”It takes years as a woman to unlearn what you have been taught to be sorry for. It takes years to find your voice and your real estate.” – Amy Poehler

			“I hate to hear you talk about all women as if they were fine ladies instead of rational creatures. None of us want to be in calm waters all our lives.” – Jane Austen, Persuasion

			”I was the first woman to burn my bra – it took the fire department four days to put it out.” – Dolly Parton

			”When there are no ceilings, the sky’s the limit. So let’s keep going – let’s keep going until every one of the 161 million women and girls across America has the opportunity she deserves to have.” – Hillary Clinton

			”Honoring our sexuality as women is a messy, messy business, but if we don’t try, what do we become?” – Emily Ratajkowski

			“My idea of feminism is self-determination, and it’s very open-ended: every woman has the right to become herself, and do whatever she needs to do.” – Ani DiFranco, singer

			”Whisky, gambling, and Ferraris are better than housework.” – Françoise Sagan

			“I think the girl who is able to earn her own living and pay her own way should be as happy as anybody on earth. The sense of independence and security is very sweet.” – Susan B. Anthony

			“If men could see us as we really are, they would be a little amazed; but the cleverest, the acutest men are often under an illusion about women: they do not read them in a true light: they misapprehend them, both for good and evil: their good woman is a queer thing, half doll, half angel; their bad woman almost always a fiend.” – Charlotte Brontë, Shirley

			”Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning.” – Gloria Steinem

			“A woman reading Playboy feels a little like a Jew reading a Nazi manual.” – Gloria Steinem

			“I’m tough, I’m ambitious, and I know exactly what I want. If that makes me a bitch, okay.” – Madonna

			“Only stupid men would want stupid wives!” – Robert Thier, Storm and Silence

			“The Vatican won’t prosecute pedophile priests but I decide I’m not ready for motherhood and it’s condemnation for me? These are the same people that won’t support national condom distribution that PREVENTS teenage pregnancy.” – Sonya Renee Taylor

			”What makes you different or weird – that is your strength.” – Meryl Streep

			”I am not free while any woman is unfree, even when her shackles are very different from my own.” – Audre Lorde

			“When we consider that women are treated as property it is degrading to women that we should treat our children as property to be disposed of as we see fit.” – Elizabeth Cady Stanton

			”It will be great when it’s not such a big deal when a woman does a good job.” – Susan Sarandon

			“[I]t is flagrantly unjust to keep women out, by whatever unconscious means we do so; and we simply cannot afford to do without women’s expertise, whether it is in technology, the economy or social care. If that means fewer men get into the legislature, as it must do – social change always has its losers as well as its winners – I am happy to look those men in the eye.” – Mary Beard, Women & Power: A Manifesto

			”Men don’t age better than women, they’re just allowed to age.” – Carrie Fisher

			“When you grow up as a girl, the world tells you the things that you are supposed to be: emotional, loving, beautiful, wanted. And then when you are those things, the world tells you they are inferior: illogical, weak, vain, empty.” – Stevie Nicks

			“I’m a feminist. I’ve been a female for a long time now. It’d be stupid not to be on my own side.” – Maya Angelou

			”A girl should be two things: who and what she wants.” – Coco Chanel

			“I would have girls regard themselves not as adjectives but as nouns.” – Elizabeth Cady Stanton

			”I always wanted to be a femme fatale. Even when I was a young girl, I never really wanted to be a girl. I wanted to be a woman.” – Diane von Furstenberg

			“Well, speaking as a feminist, I’m glad that women can lead--uh, groups of unspeakable magical evil.” ”Yes,” Alan said gravely. ”It’d be shoking if the evil magicians were sexist. For one thing, that would mean they were stupid, and having stupid enemies would be a terrible blow to my manly pride.” – Sarah Rees Brennan, The Demon’s Covenant

			”The only person I really believe in is me.” – Debbie Harry

			“Surveillance feeds into rape culture more than drinking ever could. It’s the part of male entitlement that makes them believe they’re owed something if they pay enough attention to you, monitor how you’re behaving to see if you seem loose and friendly enough to accommodate a conversation with a man you’ve never met. He’s not a rapist. No, he’s just offering to buy you a beer, and a shot, and a beer, and another beer, he just wants you to have a really good time. He wants you to lose the language of being able to consent. He’s drunk too, but of course you’re not watching him like he’s watching you.” – Scaachi Koul, One Day We’ll All Be Dead and None of this will Matter

			”Girls should never be afraid to be smart.” – Emma Watson

			“Then, people expect women to be that easy to understand, and women are mad at themselves for not being that simple- When in actuality, women ARE complicated. Women are multifaceted. Not because women are crazy . But because people are crazy, and women happen to be people.” – Tavi Gevinson

			“A woman without a man is like a fish without a bicycle.” – Irina Dunn

			“I don’t think a female running a house is a problem, a broken family. It’s perceived as one because of the notion that a head is a man. ” – Toni Morrison

			”I did everything he did but backwards and in high heels.” – Ginger Rogers

			“We teach girls shame. Close your legs; cover yourself. We make them feel as though being born female, they’re already guilty of something. And so, girls grow up to be women who silence themselves. They grow up to be women who cannot say what they truly think. And they grow up--and this is the worst thing we do to girls--they grow up to be women who have turned pretense into an art form.” – Chimamamda Ngozi Adichie

			”There is no limit to what we, as women, can accomplish.” – Michelle Obama

			“Do you think it is fair that guy will make more money doing the same job as you? Does it piss you off and scare you when you find out about your friends getting raped? Do you ever feel like shit about your body? Do you ever feel like something is weong with you because you don’t fit into this bizarre ideal of what girls are supposed to be like? Well, my friend, I hate to break it to you, but you’re hardcore feminist. I swear.” – Jessica Valenti, Full Frontal Feminism

			”I want every little girl who’s told she’s bossy to be told instead she has leadership skills.” – Sheryl Sandberg

			“I am done looking for love where it doesn’t exist. I am done coughing up dust in attempts to drink from dry wells.” – Maggie Young

			“In the United States, it’s fine for a woman to claim equality so long as she cheerfully opts out.” – Hillary Rodham Clinton, What Happened

			“I think when it comes to females in the media you’ll see something that kind of upsets me which is that females are pinned up against each other more so than men. You know, for example like you never see online “vote for who has the better butt - this actor or this actor.” It’s always like this female singer and this female singer. And you get to vote. I mean, it’s daily I see these things and these polls like “let us know who’s sexier, who’s the hotter momma” and I just don’t see it like “who’s the hotter dad” you know? I think that one thing that I do believe as a feminist is that in order for us to have gender equality we have to stop making it a girl fight and we have to stop being so interested in seeing girls trying to tear each other down, it has to be more about cheering each other on as women. That’s just kind of how I feel about it.” – Taylor Swift

			“We need to encourage girls that their voice matters. I think there are hundreds and thousands of Malalas out there.” – Malala Yousafzai

			“If there’s specific resistance to women making movies, I just choose to ignore that as an obstacle for two reasons: I can’t change my gender, and I refuse to stop making movies.” – Kathryn Bigelow, director & writer

			”There’s something so special about a woman who dominates in a man’s world. It takes a certain grace, strength, intelligence, fearlessness, and the nerve to never take no for an answer.” – Rihanna in the March 2017 issue of Harper’s BAZAAR.

			“Though we have the courage to raise our daughters more like our sons, we’ve rarely had the courage to raise our sons like our daughters.” – Gloria Steinem

			“All you have to do, I tell myself, is keep your mouth shut and look stupid. It shouldn’t be that hard.” – Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale

			“We need to stop telling the story about the woman who stayed at home, passive and dependent, waiting for her man. She wasn’t sitting around waiting. She was busy. She still is.” – Rebecca Solnit, The Mother of All Questions

			“Some leaders are born women.” – Geraldine Ferraro

			“I myself have never been able to find out precisely what feminism is: I only know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from a doormat.” – Rebecca West

			“Feminism is hated because women are hated. Anti-feminism is a direct expression of misogyny; it is the political defense of women hating.” – Andrea Dworkin

			”I can’t think of any better representation of beauty than someone who is unafraid to be herself.” – Emma Stone

			“It is time to effect a revolution in female manners - time to restore to them their lost dignity - and make them, as a part of the human species, labour by reforming themselves to reform the world. It is time to separate unchangeable morals from local manners.” – Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

			”A feminist is anyone who recognizes the equality and full humanity of women and men.” – Gloria Steinem

			“Rules of taste enforce structures of power.” – Susan Sontag

			“But never fear, gentlemen; castration was really not the point of feminism, and we women are too busy eviscerating one another to take you on.” – Anna Quindlen

			“Feminism is about giving women choice. Feminism is not a stick with which to beat other women with.” – Emma Watson

			“We are volcanoes. When we women offer our experience as our truth, as human truth, all the maps change. There are new mountains.” – Ursula K. LeGuin

			“It’s hard not to be a fighter when you’re constantly under siege.” – Cassandra Duffy

			”Women belong in all places where decisions are being made... It shouldn’t be that women are the exception.” – Ruth Bader Ginsburg

			“If you consider a woman less pure after you’ve touched her maybe you should take a looks at your hands.” – Kaija Sabbah

			“You may not control all the events that happen to you, but you can decide not to be reduced by them.” – Maya Angelou

			“This business of womanhood is a heavy burden.” – Tsitsi Dangarembga

			”A woman with a voice is, by definition, a strong woman.” – Melinda Gates

			“I deserve better – such a dangerous, mad thought for a woman to entertain.” – Meredith Duran, At Your Pleasure

			“She was scared, but she did it. That’s all being strong is, apparently: being scared, or flawed, or weak, or capable (under the right circumstances) of astonishing acts of stupidity. And then going out and doing it all anyway. Trying, every morning, to be the woman you want to be, regardless of how often you manage to fall short of your own high expectations.” – Sady Doyle, Trainwreck: The Women We Love to Hate, Mock, and Fear … And Why

			“Men have committed the greatest crime against women. Insidiously, violently, they have led them to hate women, to be their own enemies, to mobilize their immense strength against themselves, to be the executants of their virile needs.” – Hélène Cixous, The Laugh of the Medusa

			“My coach said I run like a girl. And I said if he ran a little faster he could too.” – Mia Hamm

			 “It is time that we all see gender as a spectrum instead of two sets of opposing ideals. We should stop defining each other by what we are not and start defining ourselves by who we are.” – Emma Watson, actor & activist

			“Men make the moral code and they expect women to accept it. They have decided that it is entirely right and proper for men to fight for their liberties and their rights, but that it is not right and proper for women to fight for theirs.” – Emmeline Pankhurst, My Own Story

			”You don’t have to be pretty. You don’t owe prettiness to anyone. Not to your boyfriend/spouse/partner, not to your co-workers, especially not to random men on the street. You don’t owe it to your mother, you don’t owe it to your children, you don’t owe it to civilization in general. Prettiness is not a rent you pay for occupying a space marked ’female.’” – Erin McKean

			“Man fucks woman; subject verb object.” – Catharine A. MacKinnon, Toward a Feminist Theory of the State

			“[Unlikeable women] accept the consequences of their choices, and those consequences become stories worth reading.” – Rozane Gay

			”Do not live someone else’s life and someone else’s idea of what womanhood is. Womanhood is you.” – Viola Davis

			”I love to see a young girl go out and grab the world by the lapels. Life’s a bitch. You’ve got to go out and kick ass.” – Maya Angelou

			“For women especially, virginity has become the easy answer- the morality quick fix. You can be vapid, stupid, and unethical, but so long as you’ve never had sex, you’re a ”good” (i.e. ”moral) girl and therefore worthy of praise.” – Jessica Valenti, The Purity Myth: How America’s Obsession with Virginity is Hurting Young Women

			“My idea of feminism is self-determination, and it’s very open-ended: every woman has the right to become herself, and do whatever she needs to do.” – Ani DiFranco

			”If it doesn’t scare you, you’re probably not dreaming big enough.” – Tory Burch

			“Why do people say ”grow some balls”? Balls are weak and sensitive. If you wanna be tough, grow a vagina. Those things can take a pounding.” – Sheng Wang

			“There was a time when you were not a slave, remember that. You walked alone, full of laughter, you bathed bare-bellied. You say you have lost all recollection of it, remember . . . You say there are no words to describe this time, you say it does not exist. But remember. Make an effort to remember. Or, failing that, invent.” – Monique Wittig, Les Guérillères

			“Women, we endure those cuts in so many ways that we don’t even notice we’re cut. We are living with small tiny cuts, and we are bleeding every single day. And we’re still getting up.” – Michelle Obama

			”Perfect is overrated. Perfect is boring.” – Tina Fey

			”Women are always saying,’We can do anything that men can do’ but men should be saying,’We can do anything that women can do.’”‬ – Gloria Steinem

			“Because when there is true equality, resentment does not exist.” – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Dear Ijeawele, or a Feminist Manifesto in Fifteen Suggestions

			“A huge part of being a feminist is giving other women the freedom to make choices you might not necessarily make yourself.” – Lena Dunham

			“We have to free half of the human race, the women, so that they can help to free the other half.” – Emmeline Pankhurst, suffragette

			“Since a time has come, Mademoiselle, when the severe laws of men no longer prevent women from applying themselves to the sciences and other disciplines, it seems to me that those of us who can should use this long-craved freedom to study and to let men see how greatly they wronged us when depriving us of its honor and advantages. And if any woman becomes so proficient as to be able to write down her thoughts, let her do so and not despise the honor, but rather flaunt it instead of fine clothes, necklaces, and rings. For these may be considered ours only by use, whereas the honor of being educated is ours entirely. ” – Louise Labé

			”I don’t have to be perfect. All I have to do is show up and enjoy the messy, imperfect, and beautiful journey of my life.” – Kerry Washington

			“I have chosen to no longer be apologetic for my femininity. And I want to be respected in all my femaleness. Because I deserve to be.” – Chimanda Ngozi Adichie

			“My wish is to ride the tempest, tame the waves, kill the sharks. I will not resign myself to the usual lot of women who bow their heads and become concubines.” – Trieu Thi Choi

			”Feminism isn’t about making women strong. Women are already strong. It’s about changing the way the world perceives that strength.” – G.D. Anderson

			“Men are afraid that women will laugh at them. Women are afraid that men will kill them.” – Margaret Atwood

			“Reproductive freedom is critical to a whole range of issues. If we can’t take charge of this most personal aspect of our lives, we can’t take care of anything. It should not be seen as a privilege or as a benefit, but a fundamental human right.” – Faye Wattleton

			“Feminism isn’t a cloak that I put on in the morning and take off at certain times. It’s who I am. I look at the world through eyes that are very alert to gender injustice, and I always will.” – Chimanda Ngozi Adichie

			”I didn’t get there by wishing for it or hoping for it, but by working for it.” – Estée Lauder

			”It took me quite a long time to develop a voice, and now that I have it, I am not going to be silent.” – Madeleine Albright

			“There’s just as many different kinds of feminism as there are women in the world.” – Kathleen Hanna

			“As for mother Eve - I wasn’t there and can’t deny the story, but I will say this. If she brought evil into the world, we men have had the lion’s share of keeping it going ever since.” – Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper and Other Writings

			”In order to be irreplaceable, one must always be different.” – Coco Chanel

			”I’d like every man who doesn’t call himself a feminist to explain to the women in his life why he doesn’t believe in equality for women.” – Louise Brealey, actor & writer

			“Feminism is not dead, by no means. It has evolved. If you don’t like the term, change it for Goddess’ sake. Call it Aphrodite, or Venus, or bimbo, or whatever you want; the name doesn’t matter, as long as we understand what it is about, and we support it.” – Isabel Allende

			“Wouldn’t the worst be, isn’t the worst, in truth, that women aren’t castrated, that they have only to stop listening to the Sirens (for the Sirens were men) for history to change its meaning? You only have to look at the Medusa straight on to see her. And she’s not deadly. She’s beautiful and she’s laughing.” – Hélène Cixous

			”To all the little girls who are watching, never doubt that you are valuable and powerful and deserving of every chance and opportunity in the world to pursue and achieve your own dreams.” – Hillary Clinton in her 2016 concession speech

			”All men should be feminists. If men care about women’s rights, the world will be a better place. We are better off when women are empowered.” – John Legend

			“More than ever, I am aware of the need to support and celebrate each other. I like to believe I am part of a global support group network of 3.4 billion. Imagine: if you can fall back on the 3.5 billion sisters, and the many good men who are with us, what could we possibly not achieve?” – Nicole Kidman

			“I am too intelligent, too demanding, and too resourceful for anyone to be able to take charge of me entirely. No one knows me or loves me completely. I have only myself” – Simone de Beauvoir

			”A woman is never sexier than when she is comfortable in her own clothes.” – Vera Wang

			“Besides, when I look around me at the men, I feel that God never meant us women to be too particular.” – Marie Jenney Howe, An Anti-Suffrage Monologue

			“They tried to bury us; they did not know we were the seeds.” – Mexican Proverb

			”Of course I am not worried about intimidating men. The type of man who will be intimidated by me is exactly the type of man I have no interest in.” – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

			“I do not wish women to have power over men; but over themselves.” – Mary Shelley, writer
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