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			FOREWORD

			Last words are a person’s final articulated words, stated prior to death or as death approaches. It can also be the last public statement or something written in a note or a will. Often, the last words have an aura of mystery and sometimes they are made up by others. All the quotes in this book are alleged last words – they might not be true.

			*What is generally famous is in the eye of the beholder.

			 

			


			
 

			The king of rock n’ roll 

			ELVIS PRESLEY

			”I’m going to the bathroom to read.”

			His fiancé told him not to fall asleep in there and he answered “Okay, I won’t”. Elvis Aaron Presley was born on January 8th 1935 in Tupelo and died on the 16th of August 1977 in Memphis in Tennessee. His music career begun in 1954 when he was 19 years old. His first single was “Heartbreak hotel” which was released in 1956. It became a number-one hit in Amerika. The king died on his throne in his bathroom, and according to rumors he died while eating his favorite sandwich. He actually died of heart failure but his way of living had put a toll on his body. His death certificate isn’t public yet, it will be public 50 years after his death in the year 2027. The last words he was known to have said to his audience at his final concert was “I hope I haven’t bored you.”

		

		
			Comedian

			BILL HICKS

			“I’ve said all that I’ve had to say.”

			William “Bill” Melvin Hicks was an American stand-up comedian, satirist and musician. His comedy was often controversial. He was born 1961 in Georgia and he died on February 26th 1994 from the effects by pancreatic cancer. He wrote a short essay about himself one week before his death where he said that getting the cancer diagnose was like “One of life’s weirdest and worst jokes imaginable”. He was only 32 years old when he died. He said his last words 11 days before his death. He stopped speaking after making clear that he had said all he wanted to say to the world. His music albums was released after his death and he’s well remembered by his comedian friends.

			Composer

			GUSTAV MAHLER

			”Mozart!”

			Gustav Mahler was born July 7th 1860. He died in his bed the 18th of May 1911 in Vienna, alleged while conducting an imaginary orchestra.

			KING CHARLES II of England

			“Be well to Portsmouth, and let not poor Nelly starve.”

			King Charles II was born on 29th of May 1630 and he died February 6th 1685. He was the king of England, Scotland and Ireland. He suffered a sudden apoplectic fit on the morning of February 2nd 1685, and died four days later at Whitehall Palace. He was 54 years old when he died. His last words were spoken to his brother James and Nelly referred to his mistress Nell Gwyn. He had over ten different mistresses with which he had over a dozen illegitimate children. He and the queen didn’t have any children. He expressed regret at his death bed to his wife for treating her bad and told his courtiers ”I am sorry, gentlemen, for being such a time a-dying”. After his death the brother James became the new king.

			Astrologer, physician and seer

			NOSTRADAMUS

			“Tomorrow I shall no longer be here.”

			Nostradamus was born December 14th or 21st 1503 in Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, France. He died on the first or second of July 1566 in Salon-de-Provence, France. As you might now he was famous as a prophet who could tell the future, and as it seems: he predicted his own death. The words was supposed to have been said to his secretary the day before his death. The last day of his life he was working on a quatrain (a poem consisting of four lines) about the end of the world.

			Singer songwriter

			AMY WINEHOUSE

			”I don’t want to die.”

			Amy Jade Winehouse was born September 14th 1983 in London, England. She died of alcohol poisoning on July 23rd 2011, only 27 years old. Winehouse stayed in her house for three days before she died and her bodyguard says he saw her ”laughing, listening to music and watching TV at 2 a.m. the day of her death”. The bodyguard was the one who found her body the next afternoon at 3 pm. The coroner reported that she had high blood alcohol content when she passed away – more than four times the legal drink-drive limit. Club 27 is a group of musicians and other celebrities that have died at the age of 27. In this “club” we find, among others, Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Jim Morrison and Kurt Cobian. Amy Winehouse’s album “Back to Black” posthumously became, for a time, the UK’s best-selling album of the 21st century. It’s not known to whom she might have said her last words.

			Queen of France

			MARIE ANTOINETTE

			”Pardonnez-moi, monsieur.” (“Pardon me sir. I meant not to do it.”)

			Marie Antoinette (born Maria Antonia Josepha Johanna) was born November 2nd 1755 in Vienna, Austria and died on 16th of October 1793 at Place de la Révolution in Paris, France. She was 37 years old when she was executed by the guillotine. Just a couple moments before her execution she was said to have stepped on the executioners foot and politely apologized to him. Moments after he chopped off her head.
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