
[image: cover]


Utgiven av Recito Förlag år 2020

ISBN e-bok: 978-91-7765-462-9

Elböcker.se

www.elböcker.se

Recito Förlag

info@recito.se

www.recito.se

Första upplagan

Omslag: Mats Hjertkvist

Bilder: Bertil Haggman

Grafisk form och sättning: Mats Hjertkvist

© Bertil Haggman


Support in Scandinavia for the Subjugated Nations of the Soviet Empire 1943 to 1991.

Vol 2


Contents

Foreword

Introduction

Chapter 1: The Organizations

Chapter 2: The Leading Personalities (EFC and the Baltic Committee)

Chapter 3: Lecturing in Canada in 1985

Chapter 4: Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations «Foreign Minister» Slava Stetsko and the European Freedom Council 1987 - 1991

Chapter 5: Struggle for National Liberation of the Subjugated Nations: Selected Writings and Speeches of Yaroslav Stetsko

Chapter 6: Democratic Alliance of Anticommunist Freedom Fighters in the 1980s

Chapter 7: Further Reading


Foreword

From the beginning of the 1960s I knew personally H.E. Prime Minister Yaroslav Stetsko and his wife Slava Stetsko. They were leaders in a struggle to set the subjugated peoples of the Soviet Union free. Yaroslav Stetsko survived the Second World War with Stepan Bandera. After the assassination of Bandera in Munich, Germany, in 1959 the Stetskos took over the heavy responsibility to lead the Ukrainians and other peoples toward freedom. Mr. Stetsko did not live to see the collapse of the Soviet tyranny but his wife Slava did. She was even elected to the Rada in Kyiv in the 1990s.

There were a number of Scandinavians who supported and worked with the Stetskos. Some of them are mentioned in this second volume of my political memoirs. It is an attempt to show the link of Sweden and Denmark with Ukraine and the Baltic countries in the fight for freedom and democracy since 1943.

When the archives of ABN-EFC will be available in the future it makes it possible to more in detail describe the struggle that started in 1943 in Ukraine. Unfortunately the archive of the Baltic Committee in Sweden was lost in the years after 1991. Thus it has been possible to reconstruct some of its work only by way of the unpublished memoirs of its first chairman, Professor Birger Nerman of Stockholm. The book Baltiska Kommittén 1943 – 2008 (Stockholm 2008) mentioned below is based on excerpts from the memoirs of Professor Nerman. It is available in Swedish only but deserves translation into both English and Ukrainian.

In Swedish historiography the Soviet view concerning the liberation struggle of the subjugated peoples seems still, in 2020, to play a role.

Boalt in May, 2020

Bertil Haggman


Introduction

The Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations (ABN), the European Freedom Council (EFC) and the Baltic Committee in Sweden were three important anti-communist organizations during the Cold War. A recent book on the Baltic Committee offers an opportunity of closer examination of these cornerstones of resistance to Soviet communism and imperialism for almost 50 years (for more information see under section Further Reading).

Prime Minister Yaroslav Stetsko (1912 – 1986), president of ABN, during his lifetime went through great injustices and hardships. He lived through the purges of Stalin’s Ukraine, fought against the German occupation during the Second World War and was for years imprisoned in the Sachsenhausen concentration camp. I remember him as a true patriot supported and encouraged by his wife Slava Stetsko. «His life», in the words of President Ronald Reagan, «burnt brightly with the love of liberty in an age darkened by totalitarian tyranny.»

His crime in the face of Hitler and Stalin was his work to reestablish Ukrainian independence. Stetsko survived the ordeal and was a member of the Presidium of the Leadership of OUN-B and from 1968 headed the organization.

Stetsko before his death experienced the beginning of the collapse of the Soviet Union. For the first time in decades peoples all over the world understood that Marxism-Leninism was not the wave of the future, which Soviet leaders proclaimed. There could be no peace without freedom for the subjugated nations behind the Iron Curtain.

As a young student I had the honor of meeting Yarolslav Stetsko and his wife Slava in Sweden in 1964. It was during the visit of Nikita Krushchev. The Stetskos laid down a wreath on the grave of King Charles XII in Stockholm to commemorate the alliance of Ukraine and Sweden in the Great Northern War 1700 – 1721. This drove Krushchev into a rage during the Swedish visit and certainly contributed to his downfall shortly thereafter.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 Ukraine regained its independence but not its freedom. That happened in 2014 when Russian influence in Ukraine was finally ended. Russia has not, however, given up. It attempts to regain control of Ukraine and even invaded and occupied Crimea. Ukraine is in 2019 involved in a struggle to keep its freedom and independence.

Today, as a free nation, Ukraine actually has a secret weapon to defend itself against Russian aggression and subversion. This could in turn deter Russia from attempts to control other states that were liberated after the fall of the Soviet Union like Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania.

There is no need for armed liberation. Instead the internal vulnerabilities could be used against the authoritarian regime in Moscow. Russia is stronger than Ukraine militarily but it is showing signs of decay and growing weakness inside its borders.

Ukrainians are well versed in Russia’s political cultures and other vulnerabilities that could be put to use. The capabilities are actually there to challenge the power base of Putin’s regime. It does not mean fomenting civil wars in Russia. It is just a question of showing solidarity with the still subjugated peoples of Russia.

Ukraine could be a platform for leaders and movements across European and Asian Russia that seek autonomy and even independence from Moscow.

Many Russians and other peoples realize that federalist-style autonomy is better than being controlled by Moscow. Such autonomy would threaten Putin’s internal control. Rival political factions would flourish.
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