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				Zander/Walleye Facts

				The word zander (US walleye) evokes emotion. People who never fish for this species sense an aura of mystery surrounding them. Those of us that do, are just as fascinated. 

				In Sweden, zander have become popular for three reasons. The first is that successful stocking has taken place and zander have thus become more accessible to anglers. 

				The second reason is that methods to get zander on the hook have been found and inventive anglers have developed them further. The third reason is that zander taste delicious and often top restaurant menus. 

				The zander (gös) in Sweden is called Stizostedion lucioperca and is widespread throughout Europe. In England and 
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				Germany it is called zander. Pikeperch is the name only in scientific contexts. 

				In the United States and Canada, there are walleye, Stizostedion vitreum vitreum. Zander and walleye are both very high on anglers’ wish lists. 

				Zander occur naturally along the coasts of the Baltic Sea and in lakes, mostly in Mälardalen, that were once part of the An-cylus Sea (6900–5000 B C). In the north-west of Sweden there are no zander. (E)

				In the rest of Sweden, zander existence is the result of stocking. Today stocking is rare and, in the waters where they have established themselves, they are able to breed naturally. Very little support stocking is therefore needed.
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				In Minnesota, USA, I caught this walleye on a worm-baited stinger rig. On the lower part of the tail fin there is a white spot, typical of the species.
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