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				Fishing in Darkness for Zander

				When you study the habits of zander (and walleye) and try to make use of the knowledge, it’s vital to keep in mind that light plays an important role. Light, or more importantly, the absence of it, gives zander a great advantage in the fight for food against other predators.

				In The Biting Times of Zander you will find the results of my research and test fishing concerning low-light fishing for zander. 
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				This booklet deals with the question if, where and when zander feed in complete darkness. By fishing at night on the ice and in my boat I have tried to give a clear answer to these questions. 

				My most interesting findings are included here. I am sure that you will have greater success fishing for zander if you concentrate your efforts on dawn, dusk and total darkness. 

				I am fully aware of the disadvantages of fishing in low light conditions and total darkness, as it took quite a toll on the, at the time, 50 year-old Kjell to fish that way. 

				There are some scientific works in this field and they all come to the conclusion that only in exceptional cases do zander feed in darkness. 

				In my collection of fishing magazines I looked for articles about zander fishing in the old days, as the belief that zander only ate at night was strong then. The lakes were generally clearer in those days, so this might very well have been true. 

				Rowing slowly with spoons and later red-white HI-LO over open areas in lakes was the recommended method at the time. The number of zander that were actually caught is unknown, but it probably worked pretty well. The baits would have been fairly close to the surface or a few metres down, but rarely deeper. 

				The results of the surveys I describe in The Biting Times of Zander indicate that this might have been a good method. 
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