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				Dreaming of a Big One 

				Among fishermen, there is an increasing interest in trying to catch a really big fish. For some, it’s their primary goal and the main reason they keep fishing. As a fishing guide, I have had some of these as guests and I have of course done my best to make them happy, that is getting a trophy fish on the line.

				I don’t think this way myself as I have, since my first casts with an ABUMatic, loved the sensation you get when there is any bite. For me this feeling doesn’t grow particularly much with the size of the fish. 

				“How big was the biggest pike you’ve caught?” is a frequent question I get when I fish with children and teenagers, so I do think the importance of size will stay and increase. There is nothing wrong with that. 
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				Some Swedish pike are slim and long and others are thick. This one, caught from the ice, weighed 13 kilos but was just 110 cm. It took us five minutes to make it leave the bottom and another ten to get it onto the ice. (See More Pike, Zander and Perch Fishing)

			

		

	
		
			
				What is a Big One?

				First of all we need to discuss what a big one is. Traditionally in Sweden, we weigh the fish while in most other countries, it is measured. We have started to measure as well and most fishing guides nowadays do both. I believe measuring will become more common, but still it’s the weight of the record fish for Sweden that counts. 

			

		

		
			
				A “big one” - pike

				• Bigger than your personal best

				• More than a meter

				 • More than 10 kilos

			

		

		
			
				A “big one” - zander

				•The first you have ever caught

				• Bigger than your personal best

				• More than 5 kilos

				 • More than 80 cm

			

		

		
			
				A “big one” - perch

				• Bigger than your personal best

				• More than 30 cm

				 • More than 1 kilo

			

		

		
			
				“A big one” could mean different things depending on who you are, your age and your fishing experience. 

			

		

		
			
				There is no clear definition of what a “big one” really is
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				Study the booklet Vertical Fishing, where I teach pelagic fishing, a method adapted to catch large fish
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