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Blurb

	A writing competition is organized for all sixth graders in the municipality. Over three hundred students participate in the competition. Their contributions, on a written page about a nature experience, participate in the competition.

	Ramir’s contribution, about when he is with a large group of deadly bulls in a pasture, becomes very popular among the readers. It is voted high in the competition.

	But some evil and mean person steals the ballots, and chaos ensues in the competition.

	Poor clerk who has put a lot of time, energy, and effort into counting ballots and showing preliminary results – has everything ruined. All her work is ruined.

	But the school principals decide to change the entire vote to a live vote outdoors instead, and on the school’s large football field.

	A big surprise happens, and to everyone’s delight. And the vote, live, is both shocking and exciting. Yes, it will be a nail-biter – a real thrill.

	Will Ramir and the bulls win the competition? Or will it be the contribution about poisonous mushrooms?

	 

	For more pictures, more information, and sample reading, see www.panen.se

	 

	 


Part 1 Writing Competition

	 

	 


PRINCIPAL AND WRITING COMPETITION

	 

	1 Tough Competition

	Ramir, class, school
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Ramir is very happy and proud of his written page about bulls, which he has submitted. He didn’t want to write about poisonous mushrooms.

	However, what he doesn’t know is that three children at different schools, one boy and two girls, have written a page about poisonous mushrooms.

	Perhaps these contributions will become a dangerous competition?

	So, one can ask oneself, has Ramir written a very good page about bulls? But if he had instead written about poisonous mushrooms – could that page have been just as good?

	Because sometimes it may not be about what you write about, but more how you write about it – that becomes more important.

	So, the skill of writing may lie more in how a text is written – than in what it is about.

	With this reasoning, Ramir’s possible text about poisonous mushrooms would certainly have been very good.

	 

	 

	 

	 


Part 2 Chaos and Cheating

	 

	 

	 


THE WRITING CONTEST IS ON

	 

	10 The Books Ran Out
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Already during the day on Monday, all printed books were sold out.

	And many parents and other adults who picked up a copy of the book chose to also swish a hundred or two for the school.

	A full five hundred printed books were sold out in no time. And over fifty thousand kronor has already been raised.

	Which means a lot of prize money for the winners.

	This whole project with an idea is going viral in no time. And journalists are now standing and jostling outside the schools, asking to interview students, teachers, and principals.

	Several parents and teachers at the schools are offering to stand by the schools’ photocopiers to print more books.

	And the copy machines are running at full speed every evening.

	 

	 

	 


Part 3 Disaster

	 

	 

	 


DADDY WANTS TO READ

	 

	21 Happy and Proud Father

	Markus and Dad, Robert, kitchen
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Two weeks earlier, Markus, 12 years old, and his father were sitting in the kitchen having dinner.

	His father is single, and Markus lives with him every other week.

	Markus says he has finished his writing assignment about nature.

	It was quite easy to do. The difficult part was more about what he was going to write about. He was torn between his rabbit Stampy or about a horse ride in the forest, when his friend Anna and he were chased by several angry moose.

	And it was the latter that he had to write about.

	 

	 

	 


Part 4 A completely new path

	 

	 


NEW PATH

	 

	53 Principals in Crisis Meeting

	Kerstin and other principals, school
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The principals of the municipality’s primary schools are meeting for an emergency meeting.

	It’s about how they’re going to handle, what to do with the competition, now that all the ballots have disappeared once again. And this is completely unacceptable.

	But what are they going to do?

	And most recently, all the ballots, from half of the municipality’s six primary schools, have disappeared. This is after Emma took on the uncounted ballots from three schools, plus telephone votes.

	And none of the principals want to blame Emma for anything. She’s done her best and doesn’t need to take on any blame for the missing ballots.

	They all just kind of went up in smoke, overnight, in the evening. And there’s not a trace of a break-in at the school.

	And all who have keys to the school are the principal, Kerstin, teachers, clerk, janitors, and cleaners.

	However, only the principal and the clerk have the key to the door lock to the clerk’s room.

	But who could it be stealing ballots? And they can’t just accuse someone without proof.

	And the police are involved in the case. But they don’t find the slightest trace, whether of thieves, perpetrators, or ballots.

	When it’s not possible to find the slightest trace of the perpetrators – well, then you, the police, may have to close the investigation.

	 

	 

	 


Part 5 Live Voting

	 

	 


VOTING DAY

	 

	60 Crowds of People

	Children, young people, adults, football field at school
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As early as noon on Saturday, a lot of people have gathered on the football field at Ramir’s school.

	And the janitors of the six schools are busy with the final finishing touches so that they can start voting soon.

	They have decorated and made the stage really nice with lots of balloons and streamers in all colors. But also flowers in several flower pots along the edges of the stage.

	Now the stage is set and ready to receive all the happy and lucky prize winners.

	And now for the voting.

	There are as many as a dozen officials, teachers, who are equipped with a paper booklet of all the contributions participating in the competition, and a pen to take notes with.

	They also have a super waterproof marker pen. With it, they draw a small line on the voter’s hand and, in this way, check off their vote. And on the papers, they check off which three contributions the voter votes for.

	No one should be able to vote more than once. And they get to vote for three winning contributions. This has changed from the previous five. And there will now be less to keep track of.

	The drawn line on the hand is almost impossible to wash off. But after a few days, it fades by itself. And the color in the pen is guaranteed not to be allergenic.

	 

	 

	 


Part 6 The Winner Is Chosen

	 

	 


THE VOTING IS DONE

	 

	68 It Counts in Full

	Kerstin, Markus, and his father, on and below stage
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Kerstin now says into the microphone that the voting is over. Now they need to quickly add up all the results on the officials’ papers. Then they can choose the winner.

	Using a computer, they connect to the screen displayed on the white gable wall of the gymnasium.

	And so that all the people who are there don’t get bored, restless, and tired, Kerstin continuously enters the results into the computer, which is displayed for everyone on the screen.

	And she enters the five who have received the most votes so far.

	The Bulls is in first place, Poisonous Mushrooms is second, and The Moose in third place.

	And a man, Robert, out among the people, starts to cry. But only out of joy. His son Markus is crying too.

	How can this be possible? Robert thinks. And is it true?

	He pinches his arm. But no, he’s not sleeping.
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