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Blurb

	Sten visits Rickard at his new foster home in Karlstad.

	They go water skiing, and try out the family’s gym and game room down in the basement. There is exercise equipment, pinball machines, a pool table, a ping pong table …

	Sten goes to school with Rickard. And during gym class, the whole class gets to play in the city’s playhouse. There are trampolines in the floor, ball pits, climbing walls, zip lines, rope ladders, and other fun stuff.

	When Sten is about to go back home to Örebro, he gets down and sad. His fear and anxiety about soon having to go to a new foster home in Stockholm take over, and now he’s thinking about running away.

	He wants to be alone and walks out into town by himself. And he soon comes up with the idea of running away. But he has time to change his mind.

	He gets lost in town. Tries, but can’t find his way home.

	A pizza baker helps him.

	And soon he gets a surprising and unexpected message that makes him happy again.

	 

	For more pictures, more information, and sample reading, see www.panen.se

	



Part 2 Visiting Rickard

	 

	 

	 


MAKE A RUNAWAY PLAN

	 

	1 Difficulty staying focused

	Sten, bedroom
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In the evening, after supper, Sten sits in “Rickard’s” room and plays video games. 

	He plays a game where he has to overcome and survive a lot of obstacles in a given course. 

	But he is not focused and concentrated. 

	His thoughts are constantly elsewhere. 

	Imagine if things are not good there with the foster family in Stockholm. And what if he over there will feel bad all the time?

	No, he must have a plan. An escape plan. 

	If he needs to run away from the foster family in Stockholm – then he can run away to Rickard in Karlstad. And Rickard might be able to hide him. Under the bed, or any other good place.

	Yes, so be it.

	 

	 

	8 Take Care of a Horse
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And the next day, on Sunday, a horse owner calls and asks Rickard to take care of his horse.

	And Rickard and Sten cycle to the stables and take care of the horse. It’s a big horse. His name is Cheerful, and his fur is brown. And he is very kind.

	They help take care of Cheerful. They brush him, put on the saddle and bridle, and lead him out of the stable.

	Rickard rides and Sten walks beside. Sometimes Rickard rides off at a trot and gallop, and then Sten sits down on the grass and waits for him.

	After a while, Sten gets to ride Cheerful. And he feels that now he is dealing with a really big horse. Much like the big horses at the family home in Örebro. 

	Sten is content to just walk with Cheerful. And he rides the rest of the way back to the stable.

	 

	 

	GOING TO RUNAWAY

	 

	14 Dejected and sad

	Sten, outside
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Before Sten and Ove leave for home to Örebro, they are invited to a coffee break.

	But before they have finished their coffee break, Sten says that he is just going to go out for a little while. He wants to get some air.

	And he feels that he needs to think.

	And he wants to be alone.

	Everyone respects that.

	But the thing is, he feels down and sad. He doesn’t want to leave Rickard and all the fun that is happening here in Karlstad. All the fun in the basement of Rickard’s new home, and the fun in the Playhouse.

	Rickard says that there is also a fun bathhouse with jumping and diving trampolines, and a huge, high, and long water slide.

	They can cycle to the bathhouse the next time Sten comes to visit.

	Sten would love to.

	“But don’t you want me to go out with you now?” asks Rickard.

	“No, thank you! I want to go out by myself, and be alone for a while.”

	Rickard nods and shows full respect for what Sten wants.

	 

	 

	22 Worried and Looking
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What Sten doesn’t know, those at Rickard’s house, plus Ove of course, are very worried about where he has gone. He was just going to go outside and get some air.

	But before they call the police and file a police report, they set out to look for him. 

	And they spread out, going in different directions in their search. They walk through several blocks past their house.

	They walk up and down streets, around various blocks with villas, apartment buildings, schools, shops, playgrounds, soccer fields, sports halls, and the bath house. 

	But nowhere do they see Sten. 

	They all want to call out for him, but don’t, as it attracts unnecessary attention.

	On the way, they ask people they meet if they have seen a ten-year-old boy with a red jacket and white pants. 

	Although they have no luck at all, because no one they meet has seen a boy based on their description of him.
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